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To épyo auTtd UTTAPXEl O€ TEGOEPIG HOPYPEG:
EAANVIKG, yia ekt xopwdia a cappella

o€ ayyAIKN JETA@PAON, Yia JEIKTA Xopwdia
a cappella

EAANVIKA, yia pEIKTH xopwdia pe ouvodeia
EYXOpdWV

o€ ayyAIKA HETAQPAOT, YIO MEIKTH Xopwdia HE
ouvodeia eyxopdwv

This work exists in four versions:

In the original Greek language, for mixed choir
a cappela

In English translation, for mixed choir a
cappela

In the original Greek language, for mixed choir
and string accompagnement

In English translation for mixed choir and
string accompagnement




To épyo autd UTTAPXEl O€ TECOEPIG HOPPEG:
1. EAAnVIKA, yia ekt xopwdia a cappella
2. o€ ayyAIKr YeTd@paan, yia YEIKTA xopwdia a cappella
3. EAANnvIKd, yia PeIKTH Xopwdia ue ouvodeia eyxopdwyv
4. 0og ayyAIKi HETAQPAOCT, VIO MEIKTH Xopwdia He ouvodeia eyxopdwv

This work exists in four versions:
1. In the original Greek language, for mixed choir a cappela
2. In English translation, for mixed choir a cappela
3. Inthe original Greek language, for mixed choir and string accompagnement
4. In English translation for mixed choir and string accompagnement
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Otav petd a1rd TTOAAd XpOVIa EVTATIKNG ETTAYYEAUATIKAG dpaaTNPIOTNTAE Oav KAAOTIKH TpayoudioTpia
KAl HAEOTPOG XOPWAIWV ETTITEAOUG TOAUNOA va YpdWww Xopwdlakr YEUCIKA Kal N idia, n €TTIAOYA Tou
TToINTA APBE autduata Kal PUOIKA: OTTwWG Kal yia TOUG TTEPICOOTEQQUS AATPEG TNG TToiNOoNG, Kai 6xI
BéBaia pévo Toug CUPTTATPIWTEG HOU,.0 Kafde NP&E TTAVIG IO aveEdvTANTN TTNYT OTOXOOHOU Kal
EuTTveuang, Ba éAeya yaAioTa OTI G, g w(éix Y@V TIVEUPATIKR Jou €EEAIEN, ETTaiCav Ta
TTOINKATA TNG CUAAOYNG QUTHAG, pé
270 ypdyiyo TTpooTrdénoa va
Emeidn n moinon Tou Kapdon eiv
ayyAikf y\wooa. ®
Ta KOPPATIO QUTA ITTOPOUV VA EKTEAE
atroTeAoUV pIa evoTNTA.

TQU TTIOTA.
d1eBvwg, ékava TTpoaapuoyr] TNG cUvBeong Kal aThv

appePovwEEVa, aAAd n okEWn Pou UTTAPEE €€ apxng OTI

MapiAéva ZAaravou
http://home.no.net/zlatanou
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When after many years of intense professional activity as a singer and as a choral conductor I finally
dared to write choral music myself, the choice of poet came automatically and naturally: Like for most
poetry lovers, and obviously not just my compatriots, Kavafis has always been an infinite source of
reflexion and inspiration - | would go so far as to say that during the years that were formative for my
spiritual developement, the poems in this collection have played a defining role.
In my writing, | have tried to follow the texts as closely as | could.
Since Kavafis’ poetry is deeply appreciated internationally, | have adapted the composition to the
english language as well.
The pieces can be performed individually, but my intention has been from the start that they comprise
a unity.
Marilena Zlatanou
http://home.no.net/zlatanou



FIVE KAVAFIS POEMS

Adaptation of composition FIVE KAVAFIS’ POEMS into english language by M. Zlatanou

1. ITHACA

When you set out on your journey to Ithaca,
pray that the road is long,
full of adventure, full of knowledge.
The Lestrygonians and the Cyclops,
the angry Poseidon -- do not fear them:
You will never find such as these on your path,
if your thoughts remain lofty, if a fine
emotion touches your spirit and your body.
The Lestrygonians and the Cyclops,
the fierce Poseidon you will never encounter,
if you do not carry them within your soul,
if your soul does not set them up before you.

Pray that the road is long.
That the summer mornings are many, when,
with such pleasure, with such joy
you will enter ports seen for the first time;
stop at Phoenician markets,
and purchase fine merchandise,
mother-of-pearl and coral, amber and ebony,
and sensual perfumes of all kinds,
as many sensual perfumes as you can;
visit many Egyptian cities,
to learn and learn from scholars.

Always keep Ithaca in your mijnd.
To arrive ther ourwltimate goal.
yage at all.
it orcmany years;
ndwhen you are old,
vecgained on the way,
Ithaca will offer you riches.
[

Ithaca has given you the beautiful voyage.
Without her you would have never set out on the road.

She has nothing more to give you.

And if you find her poor, Ithaca has not deceived you.

Wise as you have become, with so much experience,

you must already have understood what Ithacas mean. (1911)

Konst. Kavafis

Marilena Zlatanou
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2. THE CITY

You said, "l will go to another land, | will go to another sea.

Another city will be found, better than this.
Every effort of mine is condemned by fate;
and my heart is -- like a corpse -- buried.

How long in this wasteland will my mind remain.

Wherever | turn my eyes, wherever | may look

| see the black ruins of my life here,
where | spent so many years, and ruined and wasted."

New lands you will not find, you will not find other seas.
The city will follow you. You will roam the same
streets. And you will age in the same neighborhoods;

in these same houses you will grow gray.
Always you will arrive in this city. To another land -- do not hope --

there is no ship for you, there is no road.

As you have ruined your life here

in this little corner, you have destroyed it in the whole world. (1910)
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3. WALLS

Without consideration, without pity, without shame
they have built great and high walls around me.

And now | sit here and despair.
| think of nothing else: this fate gnaws at my mind;

for | had many things to do outside.
Ah why did | not pay attention when they were building the walls.

But | never heard any noise or sound of builders.

Konst. Kavafis Imperceptibly they shut me from the outside world. (7896)

=76 Marilena Zlatanou
() |
e .
SOPRANO |Hes>—% I I I I I |
})V L= 3 1 1 1 1 1 1
m
0 1 i
p AN A - I - I - I I I ]
ALTO (27 I I = Fr — I
ANS" am— I I I 1 e e —
mp wi-thout shame__
9 Dz - T - T . T T T ]
TENOR 527 I FE—N—T—F—r=—1— I I I
SV L> 3 1 — é | 1 \H | 1 1 1
§) o oo U o O
mp—— wi-thout pi - ty
T 1 h p— T ~_ T T T T ]
I | e e | | | |
N —~ T —

\ \\
-
=
=
Q
=
-
(e}
Q
=]
1
2.
1
o
g
1
—
&
1
=
Q
=]

o>

Mo H

r ) | ‘ N %
[ £ an Yid | | | | | - o | | | | | |
SV I I I I I T | —
o |
and now I sit here__ and des -
= VA
| | | = = =
o 1D | = | ~ | IP=N | IP=N | I ]
b | =i | =N — 7 = | | | I | |
[ fan Yid o) < | | | | | | | | | |
SV ~— | | | | 1 1 1 | r 1
[y, \ ‘ -
—  walls walls a - round me A
= Vi
H 1 = ‘ | > > | |
o 1D | | | | | | | | | | ]
et —— 7 to — o ——————teoe——toe—Fo———5———
?),V ~ —= 1 | | 1 1 1
walls walls____ a - round me A
VA
> >—_ =>
4 i') | 1 | | | | T | |
I ] \ I I I 1 1 I
N _ walls_ a - round me. A

Copyright © Marilena Zlatanou



Zlatanou: Walls

at my mind;

think of no - thing else: this fate gnaws

I

pair.

o D
(H 2

this

™ E
=

g
| g
N 2
ﬁﬂm
Do

|
hdl NN/ B &)

|
o | o
b |

at my

this fate gnaws

[

Im—

)

I/ 11

out - side.

do

to____

ny things_s_

I had ma -

for

* -
S~—————

things__

out - side.

do

to__

&

o
at my mind,

- o

o
gnaws

fate

SRS

G\

[ I
[—

do out-side.

to___

™M

2
¥

mind;

A}
I/ 11
|4

things____ to__ do out-side.

ny

I had ma

for

mind;

But I

—3—

e 3 = = = <

when they were buil - ding the

O

v ¥ b= =

e

[ fan N

walls.

at - ten - tion

why did T not pay

Ah
| D,

walls.

—3—

0

when they were buil - ding the

at - ten - tion

pay

why did T not

Ah

—3—

5
e

walls.

when they were buil - ding the

at - ten - tion

pay

why did I not

Ah



Zlatanou: Walls

ders.

buil -

of _

sound

or.

a-ny noise

ne - ver heard__

per-

Im

mp

0
o 1D

per-

Im
mp

hdl XY

raY

per-

Im

90

o 1 D

per

im

side world,

out

he

from t

they  have shut me

cep - tib - ly

P AN ]

per

im

side world,

out

the

from

they  have shut me

cep - tib - ly

122D

per

im

side world,

out

per

im

side world,

out

the

from

have shut me

they

cep - tib - ly

~q
CA Y

=

out - side

cep -tib - ly

mf

(&~

world

side

the out

from

cep-tib-ly__

~[IQ

cep -tib - ly

AQ

side

out

cep -tib - ly






4. THE WINDOWS

In these darkened rooms, where | spend
oppresive days, | pace to and fro

to find the windows. -- When a window
opens, it will be a consolation. --

But the windows cannot be found, or | cannot
find them. And maybe it is best that | do not find them.
Maybe the light will be a new tyranny.

Who knows what new things it will reveal. (1903)
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5. AS MUCH AS YOU CAN

Even if you cannot shape your life as you want it,

at least try this
as much as you can; do not debase it
in excessive contact with the world,
in the excessive movements and talk.

Do not debase it by taking it,
dragging it often and exposing it
to the daily folly
of relationships and associations,
until it becomes burdensome as an alien life. (1913)
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