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Kristine Tjggersen - Spiracle (2017)

For Brass Quintet

Trumpet 1 in C - harmon mute with stem
Trumpet 2 in C - harmon mute with stem
Horn

Trombone - harmon mute with stem

Tuba

Duration: approx. 6 min

Premiered: Internationalen Tage der Blasmusik V6cklabrugk, Austria. 18.10.17 by Brass

Quintet of the Anton Bruckner Prixatuniv

at L'@z, cornducted by Sasa Dragovic.
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Spiracle

Spiracles are breathing openings found on the surface of insects, spiders,

certain cartilaginous fish such as certain species of sharks, and stingrays.

Sharks and rays have a spiracle behind each eye. When the shark is not moving, the
spiracle helps the shark to breathe. Spiracles aid fish in breathing even when they are
lying on the ocean bottom or when they are buried in the sand.

Insects have spiracles, which allow air to move into their tracheal system. Since insects
do not have lungs, they use spiracles to exchange oxygen and carbon dioxide with the
outside air. The blowhole of the whale is also sometimes called a spiracle in older texts.
Whales use their blowholes to take in the air and dispel carbon dioxide when they

surface.

(Bar 23-26 is a quote from the song «In Bloom» by Nirvana)
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