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Explanation of signs

Sound production:

Sharp, folk-music like timbre (high larynx)

Breathy sound

Normal timbre o —E—
ﬁ Air-sound with pitch
=
T

e
Air sm@' without pitch (whisper)
*0
@hale while singing

% é (JOQ Exhale while singing

Fluffy sound (extremely low larynx)

Falsetto

Produce a distinct harmonic

W ol le [} .

Vowels pronounced with a lowe
produce vague harmonics

&
pl
[+ 3 1¢

I I I Sub-harmonic song, grainy sound.



Pitch: Phonetics:

The Iranian text is transcribed by matching it to

E a Bl’ ﬁg Note lowered/raised by appr. 30 ct Norwegian phonetics:
d . ® like a in (English) hat
+ Note lowered/raised by appr. 50 ct a like German or Italian a
’J Start the note with a short glissando, like a like aw in (English) law
portamento j like j in (English) jaw
J y like y in (English) yawn
J/ Glissando filling the full duration of the note Sj like sh in (Q@ish) show
z like z in (Etiglish) zebra
J MJ Glissando molto vibrato o) like ot (English) moose

kh ligﬁsh in (German) Bach

ch \‘{q ch in (English) charm
e&h (_’OQ close to a vaguely pronounced guttural r as in

O French/Parisian pronunciation.
O ‘9‘9 deeply guttural g sound as in Arabic
O

Q & guttural stop or attack

“? n,m sing with the consonant

Duration:

e Grace note whose durati
from the preceding note
% Grace note whose duratiogis s
from the succeeding note
g Grace note inserted in the duration o
main note:

The music is generally sung non-vibrato, except when otherwise indicated with signs for vibrato or trill



THE IMPATIENT BRIDE

Text: Tahirih Qurratu’l-Ayn
Translation: John S. Hatcher and Amrollah Hemmat

1.
Bediyare esjge tA mande’aem/

. . . . Ze kaesi needideh enayzeti
The Impatient Bride is based on a poem by the Iranian

poetess entitled T'dhirih (1814 or 1817 to 1852), also
called Qurratu’l-’Ayn ("Consolation of the eyes”),
originally named Fatimah Baraghani. She was an 2. .
influential poet and theologian of the Bdbi Faith in ]S;:S s S}Jl ;i?ei:gg}}llfttaé?:ﬁtg;
Iran. Her life, influence and execution made her a key

figure of the religion, and a pioneer of women’s
emancipation.

Be gheeribiyeem naezeeri fekaen/
ta ke padesjahe velayeeti

Haeme baend beende meera cha neéy
Baveaed &z ghaeme ti hekayeefi

The full poem is found in The Poetry of Tdhirg
S. Hatcher and Amrollah Hemmat; Georg
Oxford 2002. The poems are used with the
permission of the publisher. Five verses are 1
o
The source of the melody must remain anonymou
reasons of security, as the performance of Tahirih’s
poems is still dangerous in present day Iran.

-I—Q@Sdmrk-e-hi
aek% s le veehme-hi

e k@e ta ké,baereed raehi
2ed bejaZ ta nehayaeti”

hé saba bereet gizer aversed/
ée bala kesjan khaebeer aveeraed

dkhe zeerda cheesjme teer aveeraed
Che sjeeveed kéni ta enayeeti

5.
Be raehanizem chéa &z in makan
bekesjanizem soye lamaekan

Gézeereem ze jan 4 jeehanian
Ke té jan 4 jandehe khelghati

I have been abandoned in the land of your love
Nor do I find kindness from a single soul.

Regard my solitude,
O you who rule this realm.

At’long last my patience and resilience are gone.
How long must I yet abide this separation from you?

Like a reed flute, every joint in my being
Intones this song of my longing for you:

"The mind is incapable of comprehending Him;
the people have lost hope of grasping His perfection.

Can anyone find a path to your divinity?
And yet all paths lead but to you alone.”

When Saba the breeze reaches you,
brings to you tidings of your suffering lovers,

Images of dejected faces with tear-filled eyes,
What harm would it do to show a little mercy?

When you release me from this nether world
And draw me into the realm of the placeless,

I will happily cast away this life and all that is therein,
Since you are life itself and the life-giver to all creation.
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Lasse Thoresen (2017)
Op. 57 no. 1
Text: Tahirih, Qurratu 1-”Ayn
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RIDDLE OF THE TWIN REVELATION

Text: Tahirih Qurratu’l-Ayn
Translation: John S. Hatcher and Amrollah Hemmat

1.

Khal bekanje leeb yeki /
Tarreyeh masjk fam da
Vay behaleh marqge dell /
daneh yeki & dam da

The Riddle of the Twin Revelation is based on a poem
by the Iranian poetess entitled Tahirih (1814 or 1817
to 1852), also called Qurratu’l”’Ayn ("Consolation of the
eyes”), originally named Fatimah Baraghani. She was
an influential poet and theologian of the B4bi Faith in
Iran. Her life, influence and execution made her a key
figure of the religion, and a pioneer of women’s
emancipation.

2.

Mahtaseb st 4 sjeykh 4 meen/
sahbaete esjq deer miyan

ez che kdnsem majabesjan/
pakhte yeki ya kham da

kha e dakhte rez/
dékesj rde o

e;@l%zadeh bin /

The full poem is found in The Poetry of Tdhiri
S. Hatcher and Amrollah Hemmat; Georg
Oxford 2002). The poems are used with t
permission of the publisher. Only five verses
included in the composition. @

ab 4 mamda

steddchaesjme delraba/
aemcha gheerabe par ze mey
Daerkeefe tarke maest bin/

The source of the melody must remain anonymous fo ade yeki ya jam da

reasons of security, as the performance of Tdhirih’s
poems is still dangerous in present day Iran.

5.

Va'deyeh veesl mideehi/
lik veefa nemikéni

Meen bejahan naedideaem/
meerd yeki keelam da.

But one beauty spot at the corner of the mouth/
surrounded by two musk-coloured tresses.

Woe be unto that bird of the heart /

— there is one seed but two snares.

Feonverse with two — an officer and a Shaykh:/
Between us is a discussion about love

Why should I bother to refute them /

— but one of us is cooked the other two are raw.

Wine drinkers surround the cask/

made pregnant by the maiden of the vineyard,
Behold this foundling child,/

It has one father but two mothers.

Those two heart-rending eyes are drunk,/
Like a goblet brimming with wine;

Observe in the palm of that drunken Tartar;/
A single vintage but two vessels.

You promise union/

But you do not kept [sic] your word.

Never have I observed in this world/

An honourable man with two opposing words.
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Lasse Thoresen (2017)
Op. 57 no. 2
Ja72 Text: Tahirih, Qurratu 1-”Ayn
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