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Glasperlenspiel

for double bass and vocal tenor

Hakon Thelin, 2010

The unusual combination of bass and voice in Glasperlenspiel creates great expressive possibilities, which are enhanced by the freedom
achieved through extended instrumental techniques. I have been lucky to be able to work with the singer Frank Havroy on techniques for
overtone singing that in this picce are combined with my own techniques of harmonics on the double bass.

Zu einer Toccata von Bach Das Glasperlenspiel
Urschweigen starrt... Es waltet Finsternis... Musik des Weltalls und Musik der Meister
Da bricht ein Strahl aus zackigem Wolkenriss, Sind wir bereit in Ehrfurcht anzuhéren,
Greift Weltentiefen aus dem blinden Nichtsein. Zu reiner Feier die verehrten Geister
Baut Raume auf, durchwiihlt mit Licht die Nacht, Begnadeter Zeiten zu beschwéren.
Lasst Grat und Gipfel ahnen, Hang und Schacht,
Lasst Lifte locker blau, lisst Erde dicht sein. Wir lassen vom Geheimnis uns erheben

Der magischen Formelschiift, in deren Bann
Es spaltet schopferisch zu Tat und Krieg Das Uferlose, Stiirmende, das Leben,
Der Strahl entzwei das keimend Trachtige: Zu klaren Gleichnissén gerann.

Aufglénzt entziindet die erschrockne Welt.

Es wandelt sich, wohin die Lichtsaat fallt, Sternbildern gléich ertonen sie kristallen,
Es ordnet sich und tont die Prich#iec % In &(em Dignst ward unserm Leben Sinn,
Dem Leben Lob, dem Schopfeg l@ einer’kann aus ihren Kreisen fallen,
’SUS nach’der heiligen Mitte hin.

Und weiter schwingt sichg O

Und drangt durch aller Kre
Dem Vater Geiste zu der gross
Er wird zu Lust und Not, lepra
Waolbt Welt um Welt zu Domes Sieg
Ist Trieb, ist Geist, ist Kampf und Glic

t Li(ge

Glasperlenspiel is organized according to an alternating use of two poems, “Zu ciner Toccata von Bach” and “Das Glasperlenspiel”, which
are taken from Hermann Hesse’s novel by the same title. Following the verses of the two poems, Glasperlenspiel is divided into sections that
are repeatedly interwoven. Like characters from ‘Castalia’, the performers partake in a dialogue, an intellectual ‘Klangspiel” with Hesse’s
words. A dissection of words and phrases shapes the textual and phonetic part of the voice and numerical series (derived from the poems)
constitute the structural basis for the different sections of the work. IHence, the composition becomes a game with text fragments and
musical phrases, in which the explicit communication, or a precise interpretation of the texts, is secondary to the attempts of expressing
the very subjective feelings that arise when reading lHesse’s words. The opening is sung without words, except for a theme-fantasy called
Liebeslied, which uses some central text fragments from “Das Glasperlenspiel” as well as the melodic material in its original intervallic form
(borrowed from a toccata of Johann Sebastian Bach). In unison with the double bass, the vocal part continues with rhythmified singing
and recitation of passages from “Zu ciner Toccata von Bach”, interrupted by verses of “Das Glasperlenspiel” where a flowing melodic line
characterizes the double bass  vivid and brilliant in its dialogue with the singer who more calmly contemplates on fragments and
phonemes from the text. Here, a third character is introduced through the voice of the bass player who, like a listener from the ‘outside
world’, tries to imitate the erudite scholar with a monotonous but clear articulation. Unable to fully grasp what is expressed, he ends up
producing an unredeemed caricature of the voice of the ‘Magister” The double bass part is based on improvisations and re-writings of
phrases from the music of Scodanibbio, which were subsequently organized in rhythmical structures according to the numerical series
derived from the text. Many of these inspirational phrases of Scodanibbio are found in his work Due pezzi brillianti, which exhibit a
perpetuum mobile that | wanted to transform into a more free and improvisational character. A musical synthesis of the material from both
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sections (“Das Glasperlenspiel” and “Zu ciner Toccata von Bach”) marks the ending of the last “Das Glasperlenspiel” verse, followed by
another appearance of the Liebeslied theme  this time as a solo double bass fantasy  that transits into the last verse of “Zu einer Toccata
von Bach” Iere, the music radically changes character. Aphoristic utterances echo into textures of floating consonant and dissonant
harmonies. The ‘listener’ now approaches a possible understanding of the text, and lets the reverberating music colour his interpretation.
Towards the end, as the music gradually consolidates the past and present and resolves into its old shape, the initial Bach melody leads
into the final and quiescent Liebeslied.



Playing instructions

Explanations with examples from the score:

Double bass:

Pizzicato passage played with both hands, where the upward note-stems indicate left-hand pizzicato (m.s.) and the downward note-
stems indicate right-hand pizzicato (m.d.). The rhythm on the middle staff-line indicates the summed rhythm of both hands, for the ease

of reading.

Left-hand hammer-on
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Right-hand pizzicato multiphonics. The thumb is placed on the side of the string and simultaneously released
while being plucked hard with the index finger.

“Percussive” pizzicato figuration “a la Boivin”.

—
Left-hand pizzicato, open G-string.

—
Left-hand hammer-on
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Right-hand multiphonics pizzicato

Move the thumb with force horizontally onto the string, creating a muffled sound.
The thumb is then released with a soft pluck, triggering the open E-string.

Appoggiatura. Played freely Arco jeté. Forced bow pressure, creating an intens and tight roll.
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l Left-hand pizzicato, open A-string

Left-hand pizzicato, open G-string.

Legato tremolo between stopped note and multiphonics




Arco jeté in a movement from sul tasto to sul ponticello to ordinario.
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Arco jeté. Forced bow pressure, creating an intens and tight roll.

Percussive trill action

Artificial multiphonics played together with an open A-string.
The expression B E10 indicates the bow position, where B=bow
and E10=bow node position (E-string, 10th harmonic partial).
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Left-hand pizzicato, open A-string

The bow positions for the artificial multiphonics used in
Glasperlenspiel are notated according to a how node position.
The bow is placed at, or close to, the indicated node position.

Its sounding harmonic partial is in this figure written on the
upper line, while the score notation is written on the lower line.

In addition to a correct placement of the bow, one also needs to
control the bow resistance (pressure and bow speed) for each
multiphonics.
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Artificial multiphonics played together with t %Ch gradually change to open A-string
and then to a multiphonics (with the bow p¥ace armonic partial on the A-string, see figure 2).
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Legato tremolo between the fundamental and the artificial multiphonics,

played together with the open A-string. The placement of the bow is

Multiphonics on the E and A-string. The
placement of the bow is illustrated in figure 2.
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Multiphonics on the E-string. The placement of the bow is
illustrated in figure 2.




i i ion in figure 2).
Semitonic multiphonics on the E-string. The bow can be placed on either the 9th, 11th or 13th partial node (see illustration In igure 2)
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The bow positions for semitonic multiphonics are notated a_cco.rding
to a bow node position. The bow is placed at, or closg to, the 1nd1Fated
node position. Its sounding harmonic partial is in this figure wrlFten on
the upper line, while the score notation is written on the lower line.

In addition to a correct placement of the bow, one also needs to
control the bow resistance (pressure and bow speed) for each
multiphonics.

S

Left-hand pizzicato. Place thumb on %@ ring’finger. | Appoggiatura. Played fast but freely.
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Arco jeté Arco jeté
The encapseled sections, like the one shown here, which occur in the last part of Glasperlenspiel are played pizzicato.
The notes on the upper stave are played with the left-hand (m.s.) and on the lower stave with the right-hand (m.d.).
Techniques which are use are flageolet pizzicato, left-hand hammer-on, open string pizzicato, right-hand multiphonics
pizzicato, artificial harmonic pizzicato and artificial multiphonics pizzicato.
Flageolet pizzicato
Hammer-on ..
Mf" Open string pizzicato
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Left-hand flageolet pizzicato

Open string left-hand pizzicato

Richochet attack on the tone which leads into a rimbalzo verticale.
The bow bounces from sul tasto to sul ponticello. Left-hand pizzicato. Place thumb on note and pluck
with index or ring finger.
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Arco jeté

Voice:

General signs:

/9 - With the tip of the tongue against lower teeth.

@ - With the tongue raised and fixed between palate and velum. Nasal timbre, pressed sound.

Diphonic chant; numbers indicate partials.
HO The partials (fundamental and overtones) of a sound wave made by the voice
4 e are selectively amplified by changing the shape of the resonant cavities of thé
mouth, larynx and pharynx. This resonant tuning allows the singer to create
e time (t amedftal andsa

K}@amental
O

(irk and full sound.

apparently more than one pitch at the
selected overtone), while in effect stij
frequency with his vocal folds.

—

The figure L{ indicates a low position of the lary

The words and text fragments are to be pronounced according to the German language.

Explanations with examples from the score:

The line is sung with the technique described asr‘ijﬁ}(the tip of
the tongue against lower teeth). The timbre gradually changes
into a more nasal and overtone-rich sound when altering to
the technique described as@(the tongue raised and fixed
between palate and velum).

Diphonic chant; the 14t and 9t harmonic partial sound together

with the fundamental. When singing with the double bass, the resulting
chord effects are either consonant or dissonant, with a constant gliding
motion between the two.
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A quick succession of the different timbral types used in the piece. The moderately nasal sound of
followed by a warm, vocal “a” that quickly transform into overtone singing, using the technique descrlbed as

The 10t harmonic partial sounds together with the fundamental.
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