Jan Martfin Smeordal

(herd)STUDY

o
N\
&

si¢ians

n.¢a 18 min.

Commissioned by Ensemble Ernst
2014/2015



Funded by Norwegian Arts Council
Premiered by Ensemble Ernst w/Thomas Rimul, during the Ultima Festival 2016

Full score in C, parts are fransposed

Accidentals lasts throughout bar
Dynamic scale: ppp —— fff = barely audible —— loud as possible

Instruments:

Flute (Alto Flute, Flute, Piccolo)

Oboe (English Horn, Oboe)

Clarinet in Bb (Bass Clarinet in Bb, Clarinet in Bb)

Bassoon (Contra Forte/Contrabassoon, Bassoon)

Hornin F

Trumpet in Bb (Piccolo Trumpet in Bb, Trumpet in Bb)

Trombone

Tuba

Percussion (Sandpaper & Board, Snare Drum, Wind Chimes, Metal Pieces, Piang & Pencil, Vibraphone Stave in G)

Piano

V!ol!n 1 % &

Violin 2 e
E )

Viola
Violoncello
Confrabass




GENERAL REMARKS

The focus in this piece’s is dynamic balance, and creating collective timbres on a group level; Each
performer must strive for resemblance in sound and quality, where rhythmic groupings appear.
And, of course, precise rhythms (hence the reference to C. Nancarrow in the title).
Quartertones are notated

i for quartertone sharp, and

d for quartertone flat

Some parts are slightly improvised. These segments are always to be interpreted as independent
voices. Sound quality imitation and rhythmical un-synchronicity is preferred.

Commas, as found from measure 1o 29, are to be interpreted as crotchet rests, to ensure a
precise collective phrasing.

Most instructions and explanations are found directly in the score/parts. However, some
techniques and notations can benefit by further explaining.

— = pifchless; blow through instrument/dampen strings.

FLUTE

"Breathy” equals "aeolian”, "hoarse”, 50% breath sound & 50% full tone,dNotated with diamond head

notes.
ﬁb@
b@oth, or the like), in order to balance correctly.

horn.

OBOE

Some sections may benefi
M 182 - 192 may also be per

CLARINET

M.214-M.281 could also be performed on a clarinet in Bb.

HORN

Concerning quarter tones:

Preferably use a horn with a stopping valve. The stopping valve is lowered a quarter tone, and used
when needed. Otherwise use overtones on double horn (3rds & 7ths from both Bb- and F-valves
combined covers the microtonal register of the piece).

TUBA

There are 3 percussive sounds in this piece,
- pizzicato tongue (dynamically strong)

- tongue ram (dyn. a bit weaker)

- shap fongue (dyn. even weaker)

All of these sounds are primarily percussive sounds, and almost pitchless.

"Pizzicato tongue” is produced by letting the tongue run fast past the fore-teeth.

“Tongue ram" is produced by covering the mouthpiece, blow hard, and immediately strike the
tongue to block air stream.

“Snap tongue” is produced by "snapping” the tongue hard, like in the English-Indian -rt/-rd.



Contact composer for more details and/or recording and description.

PERCUSSION

Instruments are

- sandpaper on a wooden board, medium fine (200)

- snare drum (brush, sticks and metal scrub)

- wind chimes (handheld, not suspended, placed on cloth)

- metal pieces (scaled in 8 parts, low to high), with similar timbre

- a single vibraphone stave, in g“

- co-playing the piano with a pencils back-end: ticking sound, no depressed keys.

PIANO

The piano needs to be prepared before performance; dampen the following strings with removable
adhesive pads/Tack-lIt:

g 3 he|be he — e bele he e he

e

Boxed notes are prepared between M 56-113, and not from the start.
In addition the piano player must be able to dampen the following strings with finger(s):

—Je V.4

In the break between M 114-122, remove as adheii;/e pads-as possible - starting from right
end/highest tones. If there are emain d@ r this, remove the rest as more pauses
occur.

X
‘Qtring bridge (just where string bends). The result of

Dampening with finger(s) is
ter,i.e. only subtract the higher frequencies. No

semi-dampening should be like
flageolets.

Piano also needs 2 ordinary pencils.

STRINGS
The key

1

signifies placement of bow;

bottom = on bridge
top = on fretboard

Angled lines after diamond-headed notes, indicates bow movements (always improvised, based on
instructions).
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FL

Ob.

ClL.

Bsn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Via.

Ve.

Cb.

M

No meter, unsynch/indiv.

On que: finish breath/bow,

even gliss. quartertone down

breath by will
———

Very loud but balanced then from here
Soft aftacks Min 10° Min 15"
Hold as long as poss.
breath by will one breath
: T
even gliss. quartertone down © 3" pause
) L — L | —— = (unsynch.) | grad. breathy
A5 % i i - ﬁ o - = B P ¥ sound,
[ fan W A i/ T Il 2 T i/ X ry
DF 3 — - 3 & 3 T i 3 i 3 grad. cover
o — m.piece
—uppp| PP mf I f poss. f poss.)
Hold as long as poss. one breath

"Machinery”
Hard aftacks

. 4"-8"pausg
cover m. plecem,,sy,,d,_)

;‘ poss.)

no m.piece,
blow through4™-8" pause

— 3" pause

— ; y
0 da” - 4 b lu:synch.) grad. breathy instrument  (unsynch.)
A5 % > % ——— 3 p3 sound.

'\:)v‘ 4 4 £ 3 L £ 3 1 4 < remove m. piece

at some point L3
S—
mf —————pp mf — f poss. # poss.) Sposs.)
Hold as long as poss. one breath no m.piece,
even gliss. quartertone down iﬂmﬂ 3" pause blow through 4"-8" pausq
) - o (unsynch.) | grad. breathy instrument  (unsynch.)
% % =t I .
&3 BL L i < 1% ¥ sound.
4 14— s 4 ﬁ«) X L < remove m. piece
— — f poss.) at some point =
— - £
—— ppp| wmf ——pp mf — f poss. S
f poss.)
even gliss. quartertone down Hold as long as poss. no m.piece,
g q breath by will one breath 3" pause blow t';-lrough 4°-8" pausq
— [ | _ L
. o dg hQ & o o (unsynch.) | grad. breathy instrument  (unsynch.)
1% —— Y t % P ¥ sound.
&3 14 1 L 4 4 < remove m. piefe
L t some point —
EE—— P — _ 2 poss.) a
pep f- e f r f mp S poss 4 b
 poss.)
Hold as long as poss.
breath by will/circ. 'blo;” through e
. 3" pause instr. "-8" pausi
5 . exen gliss. quan_?_rtone dgwn + 1(3fen on repeat) ope breath  (unsynch.) |grad. breathy no pitch (unsynch.)
5 4 % % sound
&% —— iy % v 3
D4 — - % a3 <
~————— pu—
oS
—— pp mf’ I— fposs. f poss.) f poss.)
Hold as long as poss. ,blow through o
breath by will/circ. one breath 3" pause |nstr.. 4'-8" pause
0 ———— | ———___ (unsynch) | grad. breathy  [no pifch (unsynch.)
7= % % % Le3 7103 sound
63 % b % b % t
D4 3 % % % &3
D] —
mf’ I— fposs.  poss.) f poss.)
Hold as long as poss. one breath blow through
breath by will/circ. 9 inst 4"-8" paus
ord. ———— S 3" pause instr. p:
o (unsynch.) | grad. breathy no pitch (unsynch.),
3y % % %
)3 % b % % % t sound
3 3 3 % % %
=
S —
— f poss.  poss.) f poss.)
. blow through
even gliss. quarterton Hold as long as poss. one breath 3 pause instr. 4'-8" pausg
— breath by will/circ. (unsynch.) | grad. breathy  |no pitch (unsynch.)
O 5 =) & y /) sound
i — 7" - i £
k= 3 — i 3 3 “ "
2 i g
[ — S— —
pppMf ——— ppp mf —— pp — f poss. f poss.) f poss.)
On que:
even gliss. higf& dbl. stop, _r'n:'e str.
. random non-pitches
quartertone down (E-str.) extr. heavy pressure, 3' pause nVn ' (a.5)
b slow bow sord.off | {unsynch.) D 47-8" paust
— Bl -/ | grad longer pausg, )|
& i3 % t % P o e PS grad. faster +
y /T Zer 7/ - % - < lighter bow
‘ =S — T — m
———— | ppp mf —] mp L fposs™ e f poss.)
On que:
: high dbl. stop, mute str.
even gliss. random non-pifches
quartertone down (A-str.) extr. heavy pressure, " nVn ' (ca. 5’
slow bow doff | n V 3 pause = — 7 %8 pausq
| | I | sord. o (unsynch.) | grad longer pausd, £ . (unsynch.)|
t L —— : % =i ¥ grad. faster +
o v 3 { 3 T — < lighter bow
WA S R s S S e — = — — Jop
e — O —rnr
| ppp mf — I f poss™" 2o f poss.)
On que:
high dbl. stop, mute str.
 h ran(iem non-pitches
. extr. heavy pressure, . nVn ' (ca.5)
even gliss. 3" pause > g
- v — 4'-8" pause
— —— —T— | — slow bow (C+G-str) sord. off n (unsynch.) | grad longer pausqd, < )
Hk’g e i T P ¥ grad. faster +
% t A t L3 t 4 % L3 ‘ o o < lighter bow
1 ppp mf — 11— f posshbow asyounee f poss.) Jpr
On que
even gliss. (G-str. extr. heavy pressure, . (tacef)
x5 & | 2 ¢ . slow bow n v 3 pauseh)
£ sord. off unsynch.) | gradlonger pausg, ™
Wﬁe—ﬂ— L % P ¥ grad. faster +
% A } &3 T 5 3 S n < lighter bow
' f I — ~H8=— b
bow as you need oyt
——_ ppp mf — ———1— fposs. o poss.)
On que
" tacet, tune back)
even gliss. (A-sfr) i(;':]necdor;nn ion) n v 3" pause (’73 ack)
T —— —T— 0 L extensio (unsynch.) | grad longer pause,
B e — T g 5 # % r3 grad. faster +
% L3 t 4 } 14 i i Ly 5 < lighter bow
i ~—— —— — — — —
‘ > < bow as you nee >
ppmf——— pppmf—————  pppmp————————————————— f mp———————— fposs!  poss.)
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Pno + perc enters,
Min 20 (not to be conducted,
only qued)

repeat one last 282 285

’# time (unsynch.)

repeat one last

% time (unsynch.) )
1

repeat one last
time (unsynch.)

repeat one last
time (unsynch.)

&

repeat one last

§ time (unsynch.)
]
!

repeat one last

$ time (unsynch.)
]
1

repeat one last
time (unsynch.)

repeat one last

% time (unsynch.)

Lift W.Ch. on que
X . Play freely but softly
Wind Chimes  Squeeze/shake/roll

s.o. [n 1
0
A
%}
Pk SUE SRR R EaannnEt B Rk ROt EEEEE R et e T e e EEEEEEES e Rt -{-----] R Rttt R e e AR EEE
4 # h
ra v ymim E e ) e . o S — e & e | o -
7" L 3o ie : e : o Ry : L4 : '
32
blend w/chimes '/

repeat one last % Q§

% time (unsynch.) | o
o

repeat one last

% time (unsynch.)

repeat one last

% time (unsynch.) )
1

286 290
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mute/
put down
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@ =140 hospitalsounds
23 w/pno
o e R R b o @ e
o Picc. i .- . . : .
H Y Picco '8 "2 = S i e Tde 4 4 o o o
i A= - ¥ 2 A — ¥ ¥ - i — S f f f
Flute |Hay % I I S % % < & & (= i (e = = I
D) [P [P — 3 TS~—F""—
PPPSTP=— b/ PPP peP<mp =
no vib.
fH ™/ PP e S B
ob. % F F F 2> %
-4 ; S } } F %
o
m<zmp>—c
Clarinet in B>
balance w/trp
0 = P e e d;-\ﬁ* \0 \0 = b \‘P — [P \n
DA /) O 7 (7] r 2 T T T T T D] y/ O [#] r 2 o I
ClL |Hey % T T T T T — t t t T 7 7 rS T T T T T —
by‘l T T T T T — T = . T T T T T T —
P = ppp p——— ppp——F————[mp o ppp——p —— ] pPPp——p = ppp p—— ppp—Ip
w/tba+perc.
—_- 2(“. sIacc?. - - = = i i .
ra v, D) % r s Hoe e e f
Bsn. | % 7 %71 1& . S B - S— g —- v 3
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