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About the piece:

This quartet is inspired by the poem "ET OS" by the
Norwegian writer Karin Sveen. The title of the poem could be
translated into the English word 'estuary' which means a wide
river mouth into which the tide flows. The poem as well as the
music is composed as a dialog between two voices. It
highlights the relation between simplicity and complexity,
between spontaneity and control. The lack of balance between
these two aspects creates both resistance and flow. A new
situation is established when both sides play together, creating
a greater entity.

| have previously worked out a version of the piece with the
same title as the poem for violin, viola, cello and reciter. "River
Mouth Echoes" has the same musical elements inherent, but
since the recitor's role is no longer present, the music speaks
for itself without the textual dimension. The ideas are taken
further, and the physical attributes of the viola da gamba is
defining quite different premises.

"ET OS" is found in the collection "Nye Dikt", Published by
Oktober in 1996.

Maja Solveig Kjelstrup Ratkje, October 2001

"River Mouth Echoes" is commissioned from AUT with support
from NOMUS. It was first performed by the gambe ensemble
Bourrasque (Mogens Rasmussen, Leif Henrikson, Géran
Danielsson and Cassandra Luckhardt) in Rundetarn,
Copenhagen 10.10.2001.

Notes:
Make a pause between the movements!
Accidentials last through the entire bar.

All harmonics are written with the sounding pitch only.
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Numbers above notes refer to string numbers where | is the string with
the highest pitch.

All glissandi start from the beginning of the note of departure. A new stroke
is set if a slur is not connecting the glissando with the note of destination.

Crush-tonecaused by playing slow bow with pressure.

An < through the notehead indicates that the written pitch is hardly audible.

A horizontal arrow means a gradual change into something else.

Bartdk-pizzicato.

From and“towards niente (no sound).

A fast tremolo.

Normal vibrato and 'over'-vibrato (vibrato on the fret above the note).

Left hand pizzicato.

As high pitch as possible on the specified string.

Percussive finger placement. (No bow!)
The open string is sounding between the hit notes.
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RIVER MOUTH ECHOES

A FANTASIA FOR VIOLA DA GAMBA QUARTET BY MAJA SOLVEIG KIELSTRUP RATKJE 2001, REVISED 2007

INTRODUCTION & PRESENTATION OF MAIN THEME
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FIRST MEDITATION, IN C MAJOR
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FIRST VARIATION ON MAIN THEME |,
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THIRD MEDITATION, IN G MAJOR, WITH MELODIC MOVEMENTS IN F MAJOR
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SECOND VARIATION ON MAIN THEME

"EN FOSS AV TID. ET TRE AV VANN OG DRGMMER OVER MEG."
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THIRD VARIATION ON MAIN THEME

"LYDFONTENER. MUNNER."
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FIFTH MEDITATION, IN B FLAT MAJOR
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FOURTH VARIATION ON MAIN THEME
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FINAL MOVEMENT, CODA
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MORE AND MORE INTENSE!
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