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Maja S. K. Ratkje 2010:

Breaking the News

written for The pedrls before swine experience
with support from NOMUS



The performers must get hold of a newspaper, preferably local, from the same day as the performance.
It must be written in a language that is understood by at least one of the performers. English speaking
news services on the net can be used if no other option.

The newspaper must be covering the following topics:

International Politics, Sports, Culture and Environmental Politics.

One article for each topic is chosen and prepared for the performance.
The piece will always change according to the news of the day.

Breaking the News is written for Flute (+piccolo), Piano, Violin and Violoncello.
The performers take turns in reading the articles in the performance.
A megaphone may be used, but not for the whole piece.

The piece can be performed without amplification, but the text must be heard.
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Breaking the News

1. International Politics

Maja S. K. Ratkje 2010

[Make an entrance. Show the newspapers, hand them out, turn pages etc. When ready, start to play.|

6 SN
PRGN

]
Flute i
H
4 7
y A 3
[ fan YW A
SV &x
o)
Piano
Y A
J Ol 3
VA N
e 3

<
o,
=
=<
@,@3\3
AN

Tempo is calculated with the following equati
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Play top note (high D) only if tempo > 200 (with Piccolo Flute (8va)).
If not, stay on low D for one quarter note.
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2. Sports

Breaking the News
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inside the piano, plucked, with nails or similar
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Sound almost as eager as a real sports commenter, make it a part of (as a contrast to) the music!

Flute player starts reading from the top of the chosen article, interrupted by playing.
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(continue reading)

(stop reading)
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(continue reading)
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If no numbers or not enough numbers, repeat a chord five times.
Repeat till end of article and make variations with dynamics and tempo. More and more dramatic.
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Flute player imitates the reading as accurate as possible

using key-clicks and other percussive sounds on the flute.
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Like in rap music, the flutist shoul
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some of the words together with the main reader (pianist).
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Every time a Name is mentioned by the main reader, the other musicians respond to the name

by repeating it loud, can be unsynchronised. Flutist continue repeating other words as before in addition to this.‘
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Breaking the News

4. Environmental Politics.

10

Chose five words as a group pluss three to five words each from the article. Spell the words with the music below, with notes notes corresponding
to each letter. Musicians play as a group or individually. The celloplayer decides when a group word (tutti) is performed by giving a cue from 1to 5
to the whole group. The violinist leads the tempo within a group word. Individual playing is overlapping, simultaneous or with breaks between.

Make musical frases with the words! When article is finnished, go to coda.

[Celloplayer starts reading the article while playing after approx. 2 min. Make breaks if needed.]
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