Unpredictable Moments

for
mixed choir and basset horn

Edvin Ostergaard
2008/2009

Written for The Norwegian Soloists’ Choir (Det Norske Solistkor)
and their conductor Grete Pedersen

Funded by Arts Council Norway (Norsk Kulturrad)



N
S
1 ons\Jﬁ’ the different movements in
hoit'may move — quietly — between
arwin’s Shadow and (possibly)

The choir is encourag
order to obtain spati
the movements and als
How to Arrive. o

Choir positions %%

m-

&

Signs

—_— Gradual change from... to ...
h,mv Singing/humming on consonants
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t Whispering — always articulated
ORD Ordinario — removes a specific effect

When not specified, sing without vibrato

Note: The texts should be pronounced with an English (British) accent

The movements can be performed separately and in another order than
indicated in the score

The duration of all seven movements is about 27 minutes



Texts

By Chance

On April 27, 1802, I gave a shout of joy... It was seven years ago I proposed to myself a problem
which I have not been able to solve directly, but for which I had found by chance a solution, and
knew that it was correct, without being able to prove it. The matter often returned to my mind and
I had sought twenty times unsuccessfully for this solution. For some days I had carried the idea
about with me continually. At last, I do not know how, 1 found it, together with a large number of
curious and new considerations concerning the theory of probability. As I think there are very few
mathematicians in France who could solve this problem in less time, I hayé ho doubt that its
publications in a pamphlet of twenty pages is a good method for obtaining a chair of mathematics
in a college.

André M. %‘e (1775-1836); French mathematician/physicist

The Nature of th
At last two days ago I s
As a sudden flash of light,
the thread which connected

§ ‘t@ful ¢ffort but so to speak by the grace of God.

. Fermy part I am unable to name the nature of
ew with that which made my success possible.
. Gauss (1777-1855), German mathematician/scientist

Learning to Dream
I turned my chair to the fire and dozed. Again the atoms were gambolling before my eyes. This
time the smaller groups kept modesty in the background. My mental eye, rendered more acute by
repeated visions of this kind, could now distinguish larger structures, of manifold conformation;
long rows, sometimes more closely fitted together; all twining and twisting in snakelike motion.
But look! What was that? One of the snakes had seized hold of its own tail, and the form whirled
mockingly before my eyes. As if by a flash of lightning I awoke. Let us learn to dream,
gentlemen.

August Kekulé (1829-1896), German organic chemist

Darwin’s Shadow
I have said that in one respect my mind has changed during the last twenty or thirty years. Up to
the age of thirty (...) poetry of many kinds (...) gave me great pleasure. (...) But now for many
years I cannot endure to read a line of poetry: (...) I have also almost lost any taste for pictures
and music. (...) This curious and lamentable loss of the higher aesthetic tastes is all the odder, as
books on history, biographies and travels (...) interest me as much as ever they did. (...) My mind
seems to have become a kind of machine for grinding general laws out of large collections of
facts. (...) ... and if I had to live my life again I would have made a rule to read some poetry and
listen to some music at least once every week.

Charles Darwin (1809-1882), English naturalist

A Perfect Certainty

Just at this time I left Caen, where I was then living, to go on a geological excursion under the
auspices of the school of mines. We entered an omnibus to go some place or the other. At the



moment when I put my foot on the step the idea came to me, without anything in my former
thoughts seeming to have pawed he way for it, that the transformations I had used to define the
Fuchsian functions were identical with those of non-Euclidean geometry. I did not verify the idea;
I should not have had time, as, upon taking my seat in the omnibus, I went on with a conversation
already commenced, but I felt a perfect certainty. On my return to Caen, for conscience’ sake I
verified the result for my leisure. Then I turned my attention to the study of some arithmetical
questions apparently without much success Disgusted with my failure, I went to spend a few days
at the seaside, and thought of something else. One morning, walking on the bluff, the idea came
to me, with just the same characteristics of brevity, suddenness, and immediate certainty, that the
arithmetic transformations of indeterminate quadric forms were identical with those of non-
Euclidean geometry. Returned to Caen, I meditated on this result and deduced the consequences. 1
made a systematic attack upon them and carried all the outworks, one after another. All this work
was perfectly conscious. Most striking at first is this appearance of sudden illumination, a
manifest sign of long prior work.

Henri Poincaré (1854-1912), French mathematician/physicist

How to Arrive

I have had my solutions for a long time, but I do not yet know how I am to arrive at them.
Karl F. Gauss (1777-1855), German mathematician/scientist

Sudden Awakening
One phenomenon is certain and I can vouch for its absolute certainty: the sudden and immediate
appearance of a solution at the very moment of sudden awakening. On being very abruptly
awakened by an external noise, a solution long searched for appeared to me at once without the
slightest instant of reflection on my part (...) and in a quite different direction from any of those
which I had previously tried to follow.

Jacques S. Hadamard (1865-1963), French mathematician
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