Terskelsanger

@rjan Matre 2012

Commissioned by BIT20 Ensemble and Unni Lavlid with support
from Art Council Norway



Instrumentation
Soloist (folk singer)

Flute / piccolo flute / bass flute
B clarinet / bass clarinet / E» clarinet

Tenor Trombone

Viola

Cello

Harp

Percussion 1 Gran cassa
Tam-tam (medium)
Glockenspiel
Woodblocks (2)
Spring coil

Tom-tom (small)
Triangle (small)
Harmonicas (3-A /G /C)
Percussion 2 Tom-fom (large)
Tam-tam (large)
Vibraphone
Triangle (medium)
Crotales (4 pitches-C /B / G Ab)
Metal block
Bongos
Harmonica (Emin)

Harmonicas
The percussion players both play diatonic harmonicas. The harmonicas should have the

following tuning systems, producing the following chords (both inhaling and exhaling on
the C-harmonica):
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The performer should try to play the notated harmonica chords, and should in any case at f
play a chord in the given register (high/middle/low).
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Harp tuning

Two of the strings should be tuned differently from the others, pro
strings should be tuned: .

P

About Terskelsanger

Terskelsanger is scored for solo folk singer and eight musicians. The ensemble resembles the ensemble Luciano
Berio uses in his Folk Songs (except for the added trombone). The basis material is four different Norwegian
folk tunes, one of them in three different versions.

As Terskelsanger could be said to be four songs about death, it is also related to Gérard Grisey's Quatre Chants
pour franchir le seuil, which also is a piece for singer and ensemble with texts related to death. Terskelsanger
therefore opens with a quote from Grisey's piece (the opening of the Berceuse). The rest of the piece also

hints towards Quatre Chants..., but these homages are not necessarily audible.

The Norwegian folk songs beeing used are:

Song

O at skue

Nu solen gér ned

Ja, so e fimen komen

Se, solens skjgnne lys og prakt

The score is fransposed.

Durata: approximately 22 minutes

Source

Samuel Pederson Lgdemel, Hornindal
Text: Variant of "Om Verdens Skabelse og Menneskets Fald" by Niels O. Svee

Paul Johan Berstad, Selje (G-minor version)
Borghild Ramsfjell, Leikanger (D-maijor version)
Jermund Matre, Matre

Text: Samuel Olsen Bruun

Samuel Pederson Ledemel, Hornindal

Melody from Vang in Valdres
Text: Christian Scriver



Performance notes
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Dynamic markings with quotation marks indicate the intensity of the performance action
and not the resulting absolute volume of the action.

Quarter tone sharp

Quarter tone flat

Three quarter tones sharp

Flutter tongue

Notes in parenthesis with a trill sign above indicates the note that is to be frilled.
When a trill to the same note is indicated, use an alternate fingering. When no
note in parenthesis appear the frill should span a minor second up.

Flute: Air sound with recognizable pitch

Clarinet / Trombone: Air sound, no pitch

Trombone: Opened/closed harmon mute

Trombone: Transformation from opened to closed harmon mute

Trombone: A quick tremolo effect (opened/closed harmon mute) 6

Cue signs \o

Cue signs - score only, fo coordinate with soloj






Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Tenor Trombone

Viola

Cello

Harp

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Terskelsanger

Commissioned by Bit20 Ensemble and Unni Lavlid

The first 14 bars are an instrumentation of the opening of the last
movement of Gérard Grisey's Quatre Chants pour f

hir le seuil

J: 72 (Grisey's score is marked Tempo sospeso,
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The singer makes a short infroduction of the piece Terkeskelsanger as a whole.
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The soloist sings the song notated below. No coordination

with the ensemble. In bar 48, the ensemble repeats until the soloist
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The ensemble does not necessarily need to

finish at the same time. At conductors cue, play

until next pause, then wait for bar 101.
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grandfather) singing Nu solen gdr ned should be

played back through loudspeakers close to the
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