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Man bor kalla saker och ting
vid deras ratta namn

One must call things
by their right names

A piece for chamber orchestra based on
a recording of Olof Palme's voice:

his statement against the bombings of Hanoi, December 1972.

for chamber ensemble and soundfiles (10’, 2007, MIC).
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PROGRAM NOTE
Per Magnus Lindborg: Man bér kalla saker oc
For flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, horn, pe
Written for Ensemble Bit20 for the occasio

N\

vio@, vigi@, cello and double bass. Duration 10 minutes.
i y eoncert, 9 December 2007.

the’roice of Mao Zedong over two years and eight pieces,
the opportunity of working with a recording ime Minister Olof Palme was welcome. Ever since he entered
politics in the late 1950s, Palme was on the frontli 6ing the oppressed against the profiteers. Throughout the US
war in Vietnam and Laos, Palme insisted on piece ini es @nd troops withdrawal and was one of very few leaders in the
West who actively supported the North Vietnamese government. When the Paris Peace Conference broke down in 1972 and
President Nixon followingly ordered massive punitive strikes against Hanoi and Haiphong, Palme did not shred his words. A
short but carefully worded statement in Swedish Radio, barely two minutes, caused an international upheaval and the
retraction of the US ambassador from Stockholm.

“Man bér kalla saker och ting vid deras ratta namn: det som p8gar idag, i Vietnam, det &r en form av tortyr. Det kan inte
finnas militdra motiv for bombningar i denna skala. Militdra talesméan i Saigon har sagt att det inte férekommer né’\gon
uppladdning ifr&n Nordvietnamesernas sida. Det kan inte heller rimligen bero p8 ndgon halsstarrighet fr@n Vietnamesernas
sida vid forhandlingsbordet. Alla kommentatorer &r 6verens om att det framsta motstdndet mot Oktoberdverenskommelsen i
Paris har givits utav presidenten Thieu. Det man nu gér, det &r att pldga méanniskor - plé’\ga en nation, for att férédmjuka
den; tvinga den till underkastelse, under maktspr%k. Och darfér ar bombningarna ett illdad, och av det har vi mé’mga i den
moderna historien, och de ar i allménhet féorbundna med ett namn: Guernica; Oradour; Babin Jar; Katyn; Lidice;
Sharpeville; Treblinka. Dar har valdet triumferat. Men eftervarldens dom har fallit hdrd over dem som burit ansvaret. Nu
fogas ett nytt namn till raden: Hanoi, julen 1972.” (Olof Palme)

One should call things by their rightful names: what currently goes on in Vietnam is a form of torture. There cannot be
military reasons for bombings of such scale. Military spokesmen in Saigon have said that there is no gathering of forces by
the North Vietnamese side. Neither can there reasonably be a case of stiff-headedness by the Vietnamese at the
negociation table. All commentators agree that the greatest obstacles, at the October Conference in Paris, have been
created by Thieu, the president. What they are now doing, is torturing people - torturing a nation, to humiliate it; force it
to kneel, by gun talk. And therefore the bombings are despicable, and of such we have plenty in modern history; and they
are normally connected with a name: Guernica; Oradour; Babin Jar; Katyn; Lidice; Sharpeville; Treblinka. Here, violence
triumfed. But the ones who live on carry a hard judgement over those responsable. Now a new name joins the list: Hanoi,
Christmas 1972. (translation by PM Lindborg)

After having worked with transcriptions and ﬁ
th

[PerMagnus Lindborg, October 2007]



PERCUSSION

1 Thai Gong in Ab
5 Tom-toms

5 Wood Blocks
Sandpaper

PIANO

Special playing modes
A more detailed explanation is given when they
appear in the score.

thump: stop string with right hand fingers
(approx. 2cm from sounding board) in order to
create a warm, deep sound

plastic tubes: prepare several bits of plastic tube,
approx. 2cm @. Place them on the strings so as to
create a ratlling noise when keys are struck.

glissando: harp-like glissandi across strings

SOUNDFILES: Sound Engineer and Electronist

The conductor and musicians must carefully study the recording of Palme’s“"Hanoi speech”. It is the backbone
of the composition, and has provided the composer with all of the material. In particular, the rhythm of all
musical gestures stems from Palme's voice. Bits of the_recording appear in Sections 2 and 3, and the entire
speech is embedded in Section 4, uninterrupted. &

x &

trogist. The electronist palys the soundfiles by triggering a
osef or the Norwegian Music Information Centre. This

Computer version

This solution requires a dedicated perfor
computer program (MaxMSP patcher), ava
solution is preferred by the composer. PY

Click-track version
No additional performer is required. This solution conSists of a stereo soundfile, containing Palme's voice on one channel and
metronome clicks on the other. The conductor may find it convenient to use a single-ear headphone (DJ style) or a single
headphone in-ear plug.

SOUND DIFFUSION
A Sound Engineer is responsable for setting up the PA (public address) system and must participate at all rehearsals.

The sound diffusion must be made from a SINGLE fullrange speaker. The speaker should be of modest dimensions (not more
than 35 cm high, e.g. a Mackie SRM350 or Genelec 8040). It should be placed on a speaker stand so that the
high-frequency element is at exactly 1.7 meter above the floor. The stand should be within the circle of musicians, closer to
the conductor than violin 1 (if placed on left side) or cello (if placed on right side).

In addition, provision must be made for a FOLDBACK speaker for the conductor, should she or he request one. It should be
of smaller dimension than the PA speaker and placed not further than 1.5 meters from the conductors ear and turned away
from the audience. For example, it may be placed on a low speaker stand right behind and turned towards the conductor.

Nota bene: The playback LOUDNESS level from the PA speaker must at NO TIME be percieved as uncomfortably loud. In
Section 4 of the piece, Palme's voice is entirely immersed in the ensemble sound and should not stand out. The words are
not intended to be heard clearly.

Important: The soundfile playback system as prescribed above must be operative at all rehearsals. Under no
circumstances must an inhouse PA system be employed, not even for initial rehearsals.
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