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Melodica is a wind instrument with keyboard usually bought cheeply as
a childs toy.

In this piece, however, the instrument has to be treated as a real wind
instrument by a musician who is also able to improvise. If a good
melodica player is not available the instrument may be replaced by a
clarinet, a soprano saxophone or a harmonica (amplified).



For the musicians

"Tarantella” was composed for the opening of the Museum for
Contemporary Art in Oslo (1990) in the former building of the Bank of
Norway. The house is an old rock building with high ceilings and with
acoustic similar to that of a church. The piece therefore is written for a
room with a relatively long reverberation time and therefore should not be
performed in a room with a short one without amplification and artificial
reverberation.

L]

At the opening of the museum the wind players started from one spot
each outside the "concert room" and during the first three pages of the
score moved towards the centre (of the concert room) where the
percussion and strings were situated. The intention was to gather the
audience from the corridors and corresponding rooms of the great muse &
At the moment when the orchestra started to synchronize them s
rhythmically at page 4 everybody was gathered. The winds, howevef) were
staying as scattered as the playing together allowed them in or@g to get
as much as possible out of the echo effects composed into @"piece.

O
By the endffthe wi ced" Q&oof the ises during the
. @ ut al after his last big
ithout Qndu Sr)\and the musicians played
1 placed on a little platform.

p suppo\agﬁor performing this piece, but

PN
es from the south of Italy and was a desperat
dance people streets and squares in the Middle Ages to
get rid of the al poison from the spider by the same name.
Performing this special Tarantella I would kindly ask the musicians to

forget whathever they might have of classical training and other
refinement.

The origina

The piece is dedicated to my daughter Margrethe, aged five, hoping that
she may stay free of poison both in body and soul.

Alfred Janson
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