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an operetta scene

Libretto: Chris Gilmore

Music: Tze Yeung Ho

2014

Duration: approx. 17'

Roles:

Xerxine - Soprano (*maintain a Slavic accent where possible)

Wendelle - Soprano

Myrtyl - Soprano

Instruments:

Percussion: Coffin and Bass Drum

Piano

Composer's Notes:

I intended to write a dark comedy staged piece in the autumn of 2013. However, even

though I had a vision, I did not have the ability to write my own libretto. I then approached

Chris Gilmore, a talented writer of screenplays and fiction who happened to study at the

school I was attending. The idea germinated from a conversation with a dear friend of mine;

we were discussing what 'awfully ugly names one could possibly give to their daughters'. From

that, I came up with Xerxine, Wendelle and Myrtyl. The concept is quite reliant on the 

Parisian absurdist traditions as I then gave each character a different elaborate back story.

'Most people argue that 'where there's a will, there's a way'. I disagree, however. I say 'where there's

a will, I'd like my name on it because I like money and free things.'
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Pno.

poco accel.
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you a fraid- of the snow?
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p

poco accel.
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How

mf casually, poised once again

are things at the bro thel?-

A Little Faster q = 92
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mf casually

com plain.- How are things at the

A Little Faster q = 92
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I

mf casually

would n't- know. I have n't- been by. Does
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your pimp still...
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mf taunting
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mp spoken

you

mf

mp

WEN.

MYR.

Perc.

Pno.

Yes,
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still hit the notes at all? No,
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can!
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No,

ff almost screaming

you can't!
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without pedal
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Yes,

p spoken

I can.
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f proudly

ma- zing- sing -
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what would she say if she could see us now?
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f flustered

said it to me! She said it to me!
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al ways- said I was a star in the ma king.- She

mf agitated

could

fp f pp hushed
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ff proudly
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f laugh 
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