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Xerxine, Wendelle and Myrtyl
an operetta scene

Libretto: Chris Gilmore
Music: Tze Yeung Ho

2014

Duration: approx. 17'

Roles:

Xerxine - Soprano (*maintain a Slavic accent where possible)
Wendelle - Soprano

Myrtyl - Soprano

Instruments:

Percussion: Coffin and B
Piano
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Composer's Notes: ¢

I intended to write a dark comedy staged piece in the autumn of 2013. However, even

though I had a vision, I did not have the ability to write my own libretto. I then approached
Chris Gilmore, a talented writer of screenplays and fiction who happened to study at the
school I was attending. The idea germinated from a conversation with a dear friend of mine;
we were discussing what 'awfully ugly names one could possibly give to their daughters'. From
that, I came up with Xerxine, Wendelle and Myrtyl. The concept is quite reliant on the
Parisian absurdist traditions as I then gave each character a different elaborate back story.

'"Most people argue that 'where there's a will, there's a way'. I disagree, however. I say 'where there's
a will, I'd like my name on 1t because I like money and free things.'
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Xerxine and Wendelle enter stage.
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Duet: Xerxine and Wendelle

With Verve, but Not Too Quickly J = 100
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