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Portraits of a Fingernail

for harp and two percussionists

Tze Yeung Ho (b. 1992)

duration: approx. 9'30"

instrumentation:

-harp:

scratching sounds should be produced by two plastic cards

-percussion I: 

detachable susp. cymbal, a wet plate, a slate, one timpano (25"), desk, sleeves, a metal bowl (shared with II)

fork, cymbal stick, medium timp. stick, fingernails

-percussion II: 

two glasses (tuned to A and B), vibraphone, a metal bowl (shared with I), sleeves

medium/soft vibe sticks, medium drum stick, fingernails

performance notes:

Harp:

thunder effect,

allow lowest

strings on harp

to crash onto one

another

Percussion:

slate scrape,

intervallic contour may vary 

from the size of the board,

but resonance and dynamic

prevails the contour

Harp:

pedal noises,

as indicated, improvise on

pedal noises. Allow strings

to buzz or vibrate.

Percussion:

coin scrape,

direction of slurs indicate

the direction of the scrape;

down is toward and up

is away from the musician

composer's notes:

The fingernails are a strange bunch. The dichotomy between the agonizing pain of 'melodrama' and the insipid 

sensationless 'indifference' seems to be some sort of metaphor of a coin with two sides. Portraits of a Fingernail is a 

short narrative in three stages: a fingernail being scratched, then split, and then plucked.

Percussion:

sleeve scratch,

effect may differ

on fabric of clothes,

but create a resonant

scratching noise on 

clothes

Harp:

string scratch,

use two plastic cards or

some sort of plastic objects

to scratch strings of indicated

pitches
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