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D: Slam right pedal of piano as hard

as possible to create an echoing effect.

B: Whisper indicated syllabics,

follow rhythms indicated by

beams. Do not worry if not all

syllabics are articulated

correctly.

C: Forceful whisper = "shouting" 

a whisper. Muffled voice as in a 

whisper, but loud.

F: Create a guttoral throat sound

that is similar to a dog's growl.

E: Scowl; as in making a rough,

metallic vocal sound. Grit teeth

and do not open mouth fully.

G: Create a guttoral sound while

maintaining a soft dynamic.

I: Slide between quarter tones.

Follow the contours of the

lines, but pitch results may

vary. Much bow.

J: Use knuckles to knock on a

resonant part of the piano. Under

the far left of the piano manual is

preferred.

K: Depress indicated pitches silently 

so that harmonics may occur when 

other musical events resonate.

L: The 'uh-uh' pitch repetition is to be

projected by glottal stop instead of 

tongue or breath.

Voice 1

H: Increase whisper intensity until a yell;

the sound may be linear from whisper to

grunting to speech to yelling.

M: Improvise on noises

similar to a choking

person. Do not express

the choking visually.

Simply imitate the sound.

Conductor

Stage Set-up:

Red arrows indicate line of

vision for voices.

N: Hacking, as in coughing

out something from the

throat. Where possible,

minimalize body movement.

O: As indicated. Breathe in as

if one is ready to project loudly.

Piano

Voice 2

one day, i left behind all the skeletons within these walls

某⼀天,我遺下牆後的屍骸

for two low voices, erhu and piano

Tze Yeung Ho 

(1992 -     )

Duration: 8'

Composer's Notes:

Completed in the late summer of 2014, this piece marks the first work I have completed since leaving my former home in Toronto. skeleton

is not truly a tribute to my own experiences. Rather, it is a short commentary on abandonment. The piece is in monochrome but colourfully

highlighted with erhu as the lead accompanist. The use of erhu has little to do with representations of a Chinese sound; it is simply treated 

as a unique colour juxtaposed against spoken voices.

Performance Notes:

for the low voices:

It is vital that the two low voices do not engage in physical expressions beyond producing the desired sounds. Where possible, the voices

should maintain focus on the music stand and remain unfazed by any musical or non-musical disruptions during the performance. Shall

they need to guide entrances or to lead releases, avoid dramatic movements beyond breath and eye contacts. The only permitted moment

of theatrics is at the last bar of the piece, where both performers leave the stage holding their breaths.

Many of the syllabics are arbitrary. Unless it is indicated that the desired sound is a pure consonant 'hack' or actual words, performers 

may alter the syllabics during the performance. Evidently, softer passages are more effective with closed vowels and louder passages with

open vowels.

special notations + instructions for all performers:

A: Mutter random syllabics;

the less comprehensible the

better. Follow dynamics markings

indicated.

Erhu
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ff panting, gasping for breath

mp choking/asphyxiating noises

131

uk ya ta- shya- ka sa- he te- ke- ha ka- ta- ka- teh- ha- la-

ff raging
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ma ha la- sha- ta- kye- sa ta- ma- sa ta- -
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f muttering

(improvise)

n
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na weh- teh-

ff growl sffz

f muttering

(improvise)

n

increase intensity (and volume where possible)
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f muttering
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ppp ominous
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pp muttering; between teeth
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mp  improvise on 

breathing noises
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pp tenderly
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f inhale loudly,

as if ready to 

yell; do not exhale
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as if ready to 

yell; do not exhale
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