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Duration: ca. 37'

Composer's notes:

This thirty-five minutes song cycle was written as an experiment in the use of multiple languages within a single composition. The chosen texts are poetry selections
by Estonian poet Juhan Liiv, Norwegian poet Sigbjern Obstfelder and Chinese poet He Zhu, all of which are nocturnal evocations in their own native tongues. The
interplay between the three languages lies not only in its semantics and symbolisms. I utilized sounds of speech and phonetic elements as an integral part of the
musical materials and building blocks of the piece. While one does not perceive Estonian language as similar to spoken Mandarin, there are nonetheless traces of
common characteristics in terms of phonemes and certain speech elements. The process, first, is to extract and distill similar speech elements between the three
tongues and thus develop them as portals between the sound worlds of each language. This transformative quality of speech sounds informed and generated the
structure of the piece. Note that the Chinese text is performed in both Cantonese and Mandarin ‘dialects’ (despite the common written form of Chinese for the two
varieties, they do not share a mutually intelligible speech). The texts are not always used in their entireties.

The visual elements of the piece assist the audience in understanding the transformational processes between the languages.

Commissioned by and written specifically for soprano Elisabeth Hetherington.

Completed in Tallinn, Estonia.
21.02.2018

Sections:
1. 66 P2
1I. 66

111 66

IV 66/1yo
VH (—)
Interlude: (tw)le /| (F-)/HE

VL H (=)

VII. (ud)en Gud p. 11
VIII. morkets tage p. 14
XI. H I gud p. 20
X oo p. 21
XI. morket horer oine = pimedus p. 22
Xll.o=0 p. 23
XIII Talve 66 p. 24
Interlude: (tw)hat /| (F)45 p. 27
X1V F-(P)EK 1/ (gje) mme meg p.28
XVHA (=) .30
XVI [y]o p.31
XVII. H horer intet gront p.33
XVIII Tule, 66 pimedus p.33

XIX. varja mu iile = gjemme meg p.36



Texts:

Juhan Liiv (1864 - 1913)

Sigbjern Obstfelder (1866 - 1900)

He Zhu (

el

=

#%) (1052 - 1125)

Talve 66

Piike juba looja ldind,

ehavalge kustub ka,
Tule, 66 pimedus liks ja teine tdhekene

touseb tiles hiilgama.
Tule, 66 pimedus,

vOta mind sulle. Tahehiilgus tle ndmme,

ule tiksik' karjamaa,
Minu piike ei tunne mind, tdhehiilgus iile laane,
00 jadnd mulle. téhehiilgus metsala.
Ainust tdhte siil pole, Puud on nagu mdrsjasiidis,
minul on kole. hérmatisel kaetud aas,

siin on vaimud valgeis riidis,
Varja mu tile. tuhat téhte hiilgamas.

Kurbus kaob, mure kaob,
rahu tunned hinges sa,
kurbus vaob, mure vaob,
pilgu heidad taeva sa...

Navnles

Morkets tdge seenker sig over trer, over plaener,
bladene har ingen farver, graesset har intet gront.
Lygternes blus er merkets gule pupiller —

gule pupiller, som vider sig ud sé szlsomt.

Ingen er der, som ler eller sukker i parkens gange.
Jeg hoster. Min hosten lyder som spegelseharken.
Jeg gar. Mine skridt er som spegelseskridt.

Men i parkens merkeste gang, hvor lygtcgg breender,
sidder skjult mellem treer pa en enso@a&nk en skjoge.
Der er sler for de blege kinder, sort&ler —

bag det sorte slor er der gine, sqq&aelsomt glimter.

Og j es af gh vemodi qutlig gleede,

vediat ei et, iéﬁ dede nat, et menneske.
er IXQ' d stille, drar sleret tilside taust,

n er @ cain\%\ﬁ' hendes, min sjel til hendes.

@ale@(ggle blade.

t %\ger jeg oret til hendes hjerte . . .
rister i grét, grater i hendes kolde hansker,
r?‘r og gréter, og ved ikke, hvorfor jeg grater.

Hun steder mig ikke bort.

Hun terrer mine gine naensomt.

Og jeg griber hendes hender i angstfuldt tungsind

og ber hende gjemme mig, gjemme mig, giemme mig.

Morkets tége seenker sig over treer, over sjzle.

Lovet har ingen farver, greesset intet gront.

Men i tagen daler lydlest sorte blade,

og i merket sidder skjult pa en ensom bznk en navnles,
og gjemmer ved det hede bryst en sygs ansigt,

og gjemmer i de myge hender en reds oine,

og ingen uden Gud herer hans sare hulken,

og ingen uden Gud herer hendes trostende hvisken.

T =TT

ZHH, RERHERIES, RS, TRHEE, ALRSWIMm.,
ERRMFFEEER, Fab A, BRI, REEARUK, BAGH,



Performance notes:

Projections:

Projections for this work are simply the 'titles' for each movements. It could be as simple as a powerpoint presentation (i.e. every
movement is a slide, showcasing the title itself). The projections aid the audience in understanding the transformational process between
the phonetic and semantic play between the different movements. Performers of the work may freely rework the designs of the slides or
texts.

A sample for the projections (as a Keynotes file) for this piece from its premiere can be downloaded via this link:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2peg8uja2au9zbe/Projections.key?d1=0
General remarks:

> Fermatas and time markings shown after every movement indicate how long the pause should be until the next movement. Artacca
markings should be followed strictly without any pauses.

>Dotted slurs indicate phrase markings but do not reflect articulations. Harpist could dampen strings slightly at the end of each phrase.
Remarks for voice:

>Elide grace note into main syllable. [y] stands for the Estonian ' vowel. The result of the given example should roughly be the

U Finnish word 'yo'.
B

in mandarin

oy > bolded italic texts indicate which dialect of Chinese (i.e. Cantonese or Mandarin) the text should be interpreted;
% transliterations are also provided under the characters.

i
du juan > 'x'-noteheads indicate slightly pitched sprechstimme or speech, depending on indications above the passage; normal
noteheads are always sung
—aL5 ‘" > slurs in shown notation indicate a rhythmic elision from the [y] phoneme into the main word
- (,}Q
[ — &Q,
" w mouthad, but conspltaly silent > shows the g\[@?‘ﬁlon of the [@] sound
> as indicated, simply mime the movement in the m, the smaller, the more forward
Giem - me meg,  giem ﬁ\
Q)
R
>all Mandarin texts for the voice are provided with Est @ Caa)t(dnese are, roughly, in English
transliterations
9\
0
Remarks for harp:
\‘—)
x\‘(‘

L= e
mf >diamond noteheads indicate prepared strings: a small fifth node of the notated strings. The result should be
rather gong-like sound from each of the strings. There sho gh time to insert and remove the hairclips during the piece.
~——&— See this link for more details: http://sites.siba.fi/en/web/harpnotation/manual/prepared-harp/hair-clips

- -

. " >Bisbligliando quickly and randomly with the notes indicated in the boxfor the duration indicated. Little

| quarter notes or eighth notes indicate the missing beats.

D

>The inverted half-moon symbol indicates the note should be plucked with fingernail for a harsher attack. The effect is cancelled
with ord.

.
VAl

preés de la table
Hi >Pres de la table should be performed as close to the bottm of the strings as possible. The result should be a much

z more metallic sound than normal playing.

CORS } 4 >This notation indicates the scraping of the notated string with either a coin or a plastic card; depending on which
ﬁ sound is rougher. The arrows indicate the directions of the scrape (i.e. up or down).

Remarks for accordion:

slow belloww shake icacket
>Arrow indicates a smooth transformation from one indicated technique to another, where
= t possible.
-
air noise

¥$ >air noise = air button. Dynamics indicate pressure.
| f
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