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And 1 John (Revelation 2/,/-6/ is an introverted apocalypse containing
antique as well as contemporary ingredients. The Revelation took place on
the island of Patmos and its original version is written in Greek. To give a
"genuine” atmosphere for an apocalyptic work the prophet's visions first
are announced word by word in an introspective and mystic atmosphere,
then directed to the audience and narrated in English.

The musical language is also inspired by greek antique material. In
addition to the use of greek scales (cromatic and enharmonic), I have used
quotations from several papyri remnants; a.0. Oslo Papyrus. N

The zenith of the piece (the great voice out of heaven) is inspired by
Samaritan (Israeli) cantillation as it is still practised in the town Holon
south of Tel Aviv. 2

I discovered that the musical material and aesthetics from both the ancient
Greek and the surviving Samaritan cultures corresponded surprisingly well
with the expression of my own compositoric language. It therefore felt
quite natural adapting this material into my own context. Especially in the
case of Oslo Papyrus the use of ancient material gets a double meaning to
me; the papyrus which was discovered and published in Oslo(!) in 1955
(the year of my birth) constitutes one among a few very rare fragments
which has come down to us from Ancient Greece. In itself this papyrus is a
revelation of a musical culture of which nearly nothing is left:

My utilization of the musical erial is rs very free and disrespect-
ful. Not at any point of ti fYing.t0 recreate a genuine
antique sound or practi i0 e:femnants has only been
serving as a catalyst for m i

o
In many respects the ancient ial feels like being contemporary,
prospective or even timeless (eternal). The fascination of these layers of
time makes this material unique and most suitable in describing St. John
the Divine getting a glimpse of the celestial magnificence; he at the same
time looks back into the perfect and forgotten Paradise, and forward into
the hope of his future and the future of all mankind.

K. Habbestad

1 (published by Amundsen and Winnington-Ingram in Symbolae Osloenses 1955,
interpreted by Atrium Musicae de Madrid, realised and directed by Gregorio
Paniagua, at the record ‘Musique de la Gréce Antique’ HM 1015).

2) pased on own recordings from a visit to the Samaritans in January 1984 and the
article 'The Reliability of oral transmission: the case of Samaritan Music' by
Ruth Katz, Jerusalem (Yuval, studies of the Jewish Music Research Centre vol III).
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1. kai eidon Oranoén kainén Kai gén kainén.
ho gar protos uranés kai hé proté gé apélthan,
kai hé thalassa Gk éstin éti.

1. And 1 saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;
and there was no more sea.

2. kai ego Ioannés tén polin tén hagian lerdsalém kainén
eidon katabainlQisan ek td Uranud ap6 tu thed,
hétoimasménén hos nymfén kekosméménén t6 andri autés.

2. And 1 John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband:

3. kai éks 3%hrodd legasés:
: ton. anthrépon,

kai skénd @a toifaoi autd ésontai,
et*auton éstai,

4. kai eksaleipsei pa kr?fon ek ton ofthalmén autédn,
kai ho thanatos 0k éstai éti, Ote penthos Ute kraugé Ute ponos
Uk éstai éti ta préta apélthan.

3. And 1 heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

4. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes:
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.



S. kai eipen ho kathémenos epi 16 throno:
id0 kaina poié panta. kai légei: Grapson,
hoti hitoi hoi 16goi pistoi kai aléthinoi eisin.

5. And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, 1 make all things new.
And he said unto me, Write:
for these words are true and faithful.

6. And he said unto me John: 1t is done.
1 am Alpha and 0, the beginning and the end.
1 will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain
of the water of [ife freely.

6. kai eipén moi: Gégonan.
Ego to alfa kai to 6, hé arché kai 1o télos
Egod 10 dipsénti doso ek tés peg%‘u hydatos {és z6és dorean.

SV

N\

A special thank to prof. Egil Xraggerud for his helpful assistance in
transcribing the Greek words into Latin [etters

providing Norwegian phonemes for the achievement of an
approximately perfect pronounciation.
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