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FORORD

ORNIS MUSICALIS er en musikalsk reise i fuglenes verden. Sang fra 50 fuglearter har bidratt til
det tematiske materialet. Komposisjonen er direkte inspirert av mine mange fugleturer i inn- og
utland. Geografisk konsentrerer verket seg om det sgrlige Afrika, og den formelle oppbygningen
avspeiler helt konkret en tur til Namibia hgsten 2012. En fugl er allestedsne@rvaerende, som i det
virkelige Afrika, og det er savanneduen. Dens karakteristiske rop “work harder, work harder, work
harder, work harder” far sta som et motto for verket.

Det har alltid veert populert & ha fugler i bur, og gjerne de som er flinke sangere eller imitatorer.
I 1717 utkom en bok ved navn “The Bird Fancyer’s Delight”. Det var en samling blokkflgyte-
melodier, bestemt for & bli spilt for fugler, slik at de kunne lzre seg dem. I mitt verk er det omvendt:
Fuglene har sunget for meg, og jeg har prgvd a leere meg deres melodier. Men poenget er ikke &
etterlikne fuglene sa naturtro som mulig. Hvert motiv skal spilles som i en rent musikalsk kontekst.

De aller fleste av de 50 fugleartene (se oversikt bakerst) ble enten hgrt eller sett pa turen. Men én
art er bare med i min fantasi, og det er “Gullfuglen”. Denne opptrer til gjengjeld gjennom hele
verket (akkurat som savanneduen). Tematikken som portretterer denne er hentet fra det siste av mine
“24 fugleportretter”, op. 87. Verket faller i fem deler, som gér i ett uten pause, og den frie oppbyg-
ningen sgker & gi et inntrykk av en reise gjennom stadig skiftende landskaper.

ORNIS MUSICALIS is a
from the song of 50 differe
trips, domestic and abroad.

d ofbirds. The thematic material is derivated
posi fion is directly inspired by my many birding
entrated on the southern part of Africa, and the
formal structure reflects dire’dy ibia'in autumn 2012. One bird is everywhere present,
as in the real Africa, and that is th -n€cked Dove. Its characteristic call “work harder, work
harder, work harder, work harder” may stay as a motto for the piece.

It has always been popular to keep cage-birds, especially those who are clever songsters or
imitators. In 1717 a book was released under the title “The Bird Fancyer’s Delight”. This was a
collection of recorder melodies, intended to be played for birds, so that they could learn and repeat
them. In my piece it is reverse: The birds have sung for me, and I have tried to adapt their melodies.
The point is not to imitate the birds as natural as possible, though. Each motif should be played as
in a pure musical context.

Almost all of the 50 bird species (see list on the last page) was either heard or seen on the trip.
But one bird is only present in my imagination, and that is “The Golden One”. This one appears
in return throughout the piece (just like the Ring-necked Dove). The material portraying it is
taken from the last of my “24 Portraits of Birds”, op. 87. The piece contains of five parts, played
continuously without pauses, and the free formal construction seeks to give the impression of a
travel through a constantly changing landscape.

Ski 14. oktober 2013 WA [ —



Durata 20 min.



Ornis musicalis

Morten Gaathaug, 2013

I. Introduction
Quasi improvvisando
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Violet-backed Starling (Cinnyricinclus leucogaster)
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White-starred Robin

(Pogonocichla stellata)
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Common quail (Coturnix coturnix)
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(Rhinoptilus chalcopterus)
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White-chested Alethe (Alethe fuelleborni)
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Brown Scrub-Robin (Cercotrichas signata)
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Bush Blackcap (Lioptilus nigricapillus)
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Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus chrysoconus)

IV. Highland Savanna II
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Dhe

Barred Wren-Warbler (Calamonastes fasciolatus)
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V. Morning on Okavango River

Meno mosso, un poco libero
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Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike (Telophorus sulfureopectus)
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Forest Weaver (Ploceus bicolor)
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