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I finally managed to ask one of them where the Village was and when I got to the Village I found
a room and when I opened my wine bottle and took off my shoes I found that the room had an
easel, but I wasn't a painter, just a kid looking for luck, and I sat behind the easel and drank my
wine and looked out the dirty window.

 

Charles Bukowski - Notes of a Dirty Old Man



“out the dirty window” was premiered by E7B SoundLab
as part of DurhamKLANG14

in Durham University Music Department, on 21st June 2014.
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This piece is intended as an abstract reflection of Charles Bukowski’s immagination. 
It should not sound polished. That is to say, there must be a certain rough edge to the 
performance. The technically demanding passages should neverthless be played as 
accurately as possible; at tempo, or as close to this as possible without loosing a sense
of rhythmical accuracy.  If the players become slightly apart during one of the sections 
this is acceptable and should be treated as part of the piece.

FREEZE: All players freeze completely for the given duration.
MOVE: Players fidget and move about, turning pages and changing/adjusting 
instruments where necessary. This should be done in a relaxed manner; it should 
produce some residual noises, without being exaggerated or overly theatrical.

Whistle Tone should be played as accurately as possible. 
However, if some of the pitches do not sound fully that is fine. 

‘Dirty birdcall’ should sound like a flutter-like combination of air 
and pitch. The fingering of the written notes should be followed 
but the exact resulting pitches can vary.

The player should perform a quazi-glissando between the first
and the last pitch of each cell. This can be done by any means
possible. Each semiquaver and tuplet thereof should be 
rearticulated unless otherwise stated (with a slur).

Make a squeaking sound (such as done by inexperienced players) by biting down 
on, or placing too much of, the reed in your mouth. Loosely follow the relationship 
between the notes in terms of how far they are spaced obove the staff.

The performer must swap between Clarinets in Bb and A frequently. Ideally the 
perfomer should have one instrument in his/her hands and the other resting in
his/her lap throughout. This should allow for rapid instrument swaps.

The A Clarinet should have a broken (smashed) reed; this should remove pitch-
clarity from the sound, which will consist mostly of air. However, it must still be
possible to squeak on the instrument. The Bb Clarinet should have a normal reed.

The player should perform a glissando (or quazi-glissando) between the first and 
the last pitch of each cell. This can be done by any means possible. Each semiquaver 
and tuplet thereof should be rearticulated unless otherwise stated (with a slur).

One of the toy pianos must be 
modified (at least roughly) to 
a quarter tone scale. If needed, 
such and instrument can be 
obtained from the composer. 

The two instruments should be placed side by side. 
The exact tuning of the instuments is not of great importance.
- The 1/4 Tone (at least 2 octave) piano is only ever notated in the 
bass clef, in the left hand (8vb below to 8va above Middle C). 
- The 1/2 Tone (3 octave) piano is mostly notated in he right hand, 
in the treble staff. Occasionally this instrument is played by both 
hands; in which case it is also written in the bass staff (8vb below
to 15va above Middle C).

The singing bowls should be placed as close to the pianos as possilble. 
Each one must rest on a piece of felt or a specifically designed cushion. 
Next to each one, a bow should be placed, also on a piece of felt, to 
dampen the sound of it being picked up/put down. The bowls should 
be bowed across the rim, at a near-horisontal angle.

Air Sound - From No Pitch (Top of Staff) to Full Pitch (Bottom)
Staff Dictates Direction of Air: Around/Into the Mouthpiece

Air Sound - From No Pitch (Top of Staff) to Full Pitch (Bottom)
Staff Dictates Direction of Air: Around/Into the Mouthpiece
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