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Performance Notes: 
 
 

Flute – Sections of the piece are played without the head joint, or mouthpiece. The players holds 

the flute vertically and blows across the top of the body joint.... 

1. 1. 1. 1. The player executes a fast crescendo whilst overblowing to an extreme degree. 

 

Horn – The horn should be very heavily muted for the duration of the piece; preferably with a 

warm-up or practice mute. Dynamics are notated according to effort, not sounding result. 

2. 2. 2. 2. The player should breathe through the instrument, producing an air sound. 

 

Piano – The piano should be prepared by placing newspaper loosely on all strings. 

3. 3. 3. 3. The player draws the tip of a broken pencil (led removed) horizontally across the white keys. 

 

Electric Guitar – Amplified, with no effects. The guitar is played with a bottleneck (metal or 

plastic) throughout. The top staff (4) (4) (4) (4) indicates the placement of the bottleneck on the string – the 

bottom staff indicates which string is plucked. 

 

Strings – The string parts are written with three separate staff-types: 

5. 5. 5. 5. A 3-line staff is used where the player executes a vertical movement with the bow on an open 

string. The bridge is indicated at the bottom to show the end of the string. 

6. 6. 6. 6. A 4-line staff is used where the player plays the strings behind the bridge. The bottom line of 

the staff is the lowest string on the instrument and so on. 

The 5-line staff is read as normal. 

7777. . . . The player dampens the string very lightly at the nut to produce a muted sound. 

8888. . . . These passages (cello) are to be played as normal harmonics; that is to say, the player places a 

finger in the position indicated. The resulting sound will range from relatively unpitched noise to 

clear harmonics. 
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