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Confessions

Confessions is a work commissioned by Ex Toto Corde with support from the Norwegian
Composer’s fund. As the title suggests, the text is taken from Confessiones (ca 400ad) by St
Augustine and translated to the English by E.B. Pusey. It is a substantial work consisting of 13 parts
in which Augustine contemplates his belief both emotionally and sincerely. St Augustine talks with
lucidity and passion about the eternal spiritual questions that have preoccupied great thinkers since
the dawn of time. Confessions is the story of the young Augustine’s struggle to come to terms with
his faith. The selected texts reflect some of the disparate beliefs and psychological states of mind in
Confessions.
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Confessions
L. Hear, LOI'd, My Prayer Music by Peter Edwards
=82 ca Text extracts from Confessions
Cantabile ma semplice by Augustine, translated by E.B. Pusey
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* Quaver rests seperating each note grouping are important for the rhythmic effect, however the notes immediately prior to these rests can extend slightly
into these rests to add an extra sense of legato to the flow.
As the movement progresses slightly more emphasis can be placed on consonants and phrasing, adding a sense of theatricality up until the legato boxed sections.

©2005 Peter Edwards



14

B i ﬁ
[}
|- m - — L
= o
| | | .L | 2 A
Panl = - o
= Q
=
B B T
Win a P
L | o L
5}
Panl - Vim
- e )
o B N
Win Vimi Pl
..L Pa lmﬂ.ww_ Rl’
™ B ™ B T
2 5
= b Be
g ln be
N 2 ™ 3 T
i = s ' L
g 2
ey ..H |1 e
| || e} ||
N o | BN
1
‘It b )
g
| | | < [ || [} [ ] ]
9 o = L)
= 2
|
N i ] |H
L] 1] o T
©
| || I | 1] e
=
| | | o
B 3 T
||| 7 A
L] g L
|
1
N 2 T ~¢
N O
\ V4

that I

find____ Thee

| I

did

Where___ then

|||| || I & M
BN B B = INIA)
L] ] | | ]|
N2 _

e S Ve -
e B i = I =[]
AN B B kn#

Q

TN | E ﬁ B AN

|Am Q El b 1
© g 4

—_ b —— —— S ———

Aii . M 8 ‘Ia
e = ol T

1A
N (o) TN
. Qw '
T2 [T S
= E°

] L ¥I E

My
B kn...

=
IR e
d 3 £

ant YRR
o n N

\[ & /. [

o— Q
8| & .vlh ja e
"

L] 7 ’I .L i
N E [
|l =

<N N N N

0\ 4

a- bove _ me__  where___

Thee_

in

but___

learn_ Thee.

might

22

|| | © e |||
el 2 2
B = = b
‘ll N
| | | J r .L m N
5) ]
W E N E BT
i 4 || _
] r A
T 2 I .b L | ]
L] L = H
L .0
B TN 5 g EN
(s b s (e
HREY = Pim s |1
g £
Panl || i
- |
[ | | 15) N
b =
At [}
Panl 2
fg o] = Un
|| ] s || | 1]
5 |
o M2 R E I
2
] b B
— [}
2 m 7 1) 7 —Ia
=
; R A
ia 1] o)
J 1 2 "
Ll Ll Re) |l Ll
| | = Yimi ' | | | ||
3= «
e me e
|| o Vim .WW 81 ||
o =
| = L,
R
|| daﬂl.w | || Iw LHU’
A N NG
\ 4

learn___ Thee

find__ Thee_ that I might

I

then__ did



Thee

loved

too late I

bove me

a

Thee_

but in____

[Y)

26
()

bove me

Thee a-
too late I loved

in

bove__ me

but___

might_ learn Thee

Thee

in___

I

that
but

loved Thee
loved._
beau-ty
yet_ ¢ -
o
€-ver new___

-

late I

Thou_

late I
cient___ days

too____
too___
0]
yet

Thee

me____

loved_

an-cientdays

Thee

I

bove__
of

loved_

a-

ty

too___ late

beau__

Thee

in____

I loved Thee
Thou_

late___

too late

but
too

o
30
)
34
a)

P 4

o_

of

new.
Thee_

ev - er
(0] Thou_ beau-ty
loved

too late I

yet
I loved Thee

loved Thee

too late
| I

<

of an-ceint days____

€ -ver new
| e |
late___

o

O Thoubeau - ty
yet
too

an -cient days

Thee_
of
ver new

&

late__

too

loved Thee

late 1

10

too___

loved Thee

I

late

too___

-

\e)



38

HUAR- L
7 S
||| || ..m 5 | |
’ m < 4
1
1] m 1] 5] N
m —
Panl m prim =
2 a ;
< o
o
N 9] >~
primi P Lt
k) K= )
T2 _ L
an im 2 in
TN E k= 2 )
W o]
| N
Mm o] m B
i primi .~ anl
v = | 5 e
| = -
N 8 M 2 7 T
o] w T
o | L
primi = prim
[ =}
V| § 2 i)
HEEE M = L
| 1 = | 1]
= N
E \
L] 5 ||
2 i
EEE Q | | | [
e E 5k
= <
- d |-
S b )
S
e — ‘f g L ST (WL )
T :
AN B 5] g e
1
| v ®
g +
SELAIE A ot . ||
| | | wa
B Wm = N
o]
] B i)
- - = A
.m 1Y L)
A
=} g ) )
< Q
N X e N

and 1

with - in

wert_

be- hold_ Thou

and__

I loved Thee

)

plung-ing

- formed I

de

searched for Thee

| I

and__ there

a- broad_

and I

- ging a - mid

plun

formede I

for____ Thee

I  searched

andthere

and

wert__  with - in

Thou

plung -

| I

Thee_ de formed___

for

there Isearched

46

1
[ A e 1 -
© < ‘
b N ]
o i
L P .=
i
u 1
S |LH =
. = . = Y
ﬁ = =
T o N II.f
o L+
L] L] = || L]
PSR
™~ > o1
3 B

- e — - -
B BN £ )
= &

- Pa !

- [72] - L .-
2 LI 3 i
=

Pa = [ ] [ ]
=] N
< ﬁ W o A
= [ [ Q | [ 9] | [

N v = m )

4l —

ik I -

L] L] L = L

[0}
=
|1 |1 2 |1
I =l
[ | | o i |1
e} — )
8
| | b EX EX

W ..m L

j 1] |1 5 |1
< _ k) 2 )
W 5} +

2 <
g I Al
PP | 1 71
; 3 AN EX
S

L m L] 8 |11 L]

N 5 14 s | |
= S g

L] = =l S |UY
& g = o Aﬁ
) H 9 L

| | mu Pl o= | || < L
S 2

&

1] Pin
= N .f
S

| ~ B o= [

~ m r.nm k L) U

| | I | | | % [ || T
< o N — )

=
N o NG

hadst

fair__ forms____  which__ Thou

those__

mid

a

ging

11



late
loved

I
an - cient

Thee too

too late

of

loved

I
hadst made
beau - ty

too late
| o |
Thou
loved Thee O Thou

€ - ver new

yet
which

| S

fair forms____
late___

an - cient days

too

of
those_

ty

mid__

made

50
a)
)
)

=
days

)]
cient

too late I loved

not___ with Thee

yet ev-ver new

was__

I loved Thee
days__

but I

of an-cient

late____

12

too

new___
me
Thou beau-ty____

ver
Thou wert with___

mp

o__

(&

yet
Thee__

days__

a)
)

58




() . . y N I\ N N p— — p— ’ . y e
b’ 4 | | | N N T N Y | | | | I | | | | | | I | | | | | ]
| ] < 7 1 [T < 17 | | < | 1 | | %] |
@ o o J 7 o |5 7 o 5 o 0% | S he V0 g o 7 g he o I o & |
& - o o »
Thou wert with me but I was not with Thee things held me far from_ Thee things
0H —
A - I - = | ! — ——= —r—N—= N
D ' " ——— — i —f——"——"t—
AN I 1
o .
Thou wert with_ me but_ I was
0 "p
A - I - I - I - I
[ fanY I | I |
AN I 1 I 1
[
0
i - I - I - I - I
[ Fan I | I |
ANS"4 I 1 I 1
e
66
) i i i f T i ! i T—] ! i i I — .
| | | '/1 él II | Ib:gl '/1 =I !I '/1 i}}.l =I '/1 1 T = Y 1 ;
D)) [B—
held me far from_  Thee _ which un - less they were in Thee were not__  at
9 K X X f T f i r— T p— f ! T pm— m— —
7\ [T & N D] | | & | | | | 7 | I I 7 | | | < [ | | | ]
D)o o o ¢ | ' o o o G5 | g o o 5 o | 5 o 5 5 0|
() O

not with Thee

o)
A - I C — X | —]
l\’_y\'\ I 7 / I\, 1 | | |
Q) ‘ .‘. '
Thou wert with__
m
A p
yait - I - |
[ Fan) | |
<V 1 |
)
70
7 ) N — . x y p— — pmm— . x y N I\
P’ 4 o IAY | | I | | | | | I | | | I | I | | | N AY ]
é? E i I | I 27 | | [ | | 27 | | | 7 1 E! i i U
v ' . . .
all Thou. wert with__ me but I was not withThee thingsheld me far from
o) — pe— . —
P’ 4 | il | A A I | | | N A I | | | | il | I | E— | | ]
£\ o | | Yy o | | | | |7 T | | | o | | | 7 | | 27 | | |
[Y) . . .
me far__ from Theewhichun-less they were in Thee were not at all thingsheld
9 I — I
y a | — Y [— | p— f ! ) N7 N i < 7
[ Man) I\, 7/ I\, | | | 7/ | | Il | 7 | | | | D] 7 T | | | | 7/ | | | 7 Il I |
me but I was not withwithThou wert  with me but 1 was not with Thee
H
yait - I - I - I - ]
[ Man) | | | |
<V | | | 1
)

13



74
()

[ ——

N A — , " | p— , Ty | — —
p’ A N JAY | | I | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | ]
é) ) i 7 | | [ | 1 | | | | o | T | | o | I P‘ ?
Q) . . I
Thee  which un - less they were in  Thee_ were not at all Thou_
f) — % —
P’ A | E—| | | I | I - | | | | | | s | \ A\ ]
(‘9 o —7 —Dhe | ® = — > 7 ] ] —7 P
) & | I [ | I : r | d_‘_d_l—tl
me___ far from Thee whichun less they_  were n
9 I ]| |
y ai K—= X f r— K K f—— ] ' Y p— | p—— K— —
[ an YN T 7/ I\, | | | | T 7/ I\, | | 7/ | | | | | | 7/ | | Il | | ] 7/ I\, |
_ Thou wert with me  but I was not with Thee_ thou wert with me but
9 I | | ]
Y 4\ L2 L2 | — 1 1 | p— e 'y 1 | L2 p— e p— | s 1 L2 ! T 1 |
- ] ] — 1 — ] ] e — I — I — 1 ] ] ] —
) o o @ o @ 4 o @ o @
Thouwert with me___ but I was not withThee Thouwert with me but
mp
78
ﬁ N N
(e 9 | | | | I | | | 1 | | | N N | | Ik\ Ik\ | | ]
[ o | [ o 11 | | 7 | 1 T e 11 | | | 11 [T e I | [ o |
Z@b 7 o & 7 NS o 7
) — ' —
call-edst and__ shout edst and burst - edst my. deaf- ness Thou
9 N Y f ! 7 ! Y [r— T — % ! T pm— T K
Y 4\ T [ IhY | | | | 2 | | | | % | | | [ H | | | 2 | | | | |
Do T o o o o [ o o o o5 ' | o o 0 o o | o 6 o o |
)
Thee  werenot at all Thoucall edst__ and shout - edst and__  burst - edst
b 2 X S ——
Vr I IP I\, Il | | | |
[ [ v e ‘ .
and burst-edst my deaf-
I ]
27 | 7 , | |
i £ N ——— — —r——
o o @ 4 o @ LA
I was not with_ Thee thingsheld me  far__ from___ Thee which  un - less
82
) y — ! — — | N N I\
il T ] ] ——1 be < s o — 1 D N P—]
& 7 | 4 A Vi— 1 [ P R—i t'
flash - edst and_ shon - est and sca - tter-edst my__ blind-ness Thou
9 p— Y  N— — i } N  N—(— ! } p— 1 [r— ! — ]
Y 4\ [ | | N« IhY | | | | | | | | | 2 | | | 2 | | | | | |
D)

my deaf-ness Thou___ flash edst__ and____ shon-est and__ sca-tter - edst my blind -
A I
 m— — — pr— . N
[ & an Y D] 7 I\, | | 7 | | l | 7 | | I = | IR) 7 h I | | | 7 l | | 7 | | |
ness Thou flash-edst and__ shon - est and sca-tter edst my__ blind -
9 I I I | | N ]
EEsEaEaE——ee e |
\ o @ " 4 & & [
theywere in Thee were not at all Thou call- edst__ and shou - tedst

14



\ oo
S

\ | I —— [r— p—
A ——— - o < o ————r ——
[ fanY & / | | | | | g 7
AN - | | 1 | I el et
i :
breath - edst (0] - dours____ and I drew
9 [r— i ' T p— f ! - p— f ' - m— 'y —
Y A\ | | ] | | | | | | 7] | | | | > | | | | | | > | | N & Y |
) .
ness_ Thou breath - edst o - dours and I drew in  breath and pant-ed for
0
P’ A \ I \ —— I \ ]
(o7 e i R T S A— W S R A R — — — /A e — — | T —
ness Thou____ breath - edst o - dours and 1 drew inbreath and pant-ed for Thee
9 | I I ]
Y 4\ Y ¥ | | —— < , " | | — %] ————— | I | ] I y | |
DT e ——— — — e ——— — —— ! s — ———
O o ¥ o o + ¥ < - * o ¢ o o o
_ andburst est my____ deaf - ness Thou flash - edst and shon-est and_
90
() , ) N | P— rm— N N p— I\ I\ p——
P’ A | | N | I | | | 1 | I N N | | | I N Y | | ]
| 7] D] | 11 | | & | ‘l‘,id | | > IR | | | 11 |7 e 17 | | 7 |
?ﬁb ——" e o 7 & o008 g7 g he o o o8 T/ & o @ 7 |
inbreath  and pant -  ted_ for Thee I taste-ed and hung - er
9 X N f ? — f i fr— T — ! ! — p— pm— —
7\ T & N I I | | I I I I [ (] | I [ 7 [ ! I | I [ [ [ | |
) o o o o o | ' o o o G5 | 6 5 | o -3 o | 5 o 5 5 o |
o Thee I taste-ed and hun- ger___ and__ hirst Thou_ touch-edst me
0H
b 4
7\
touch-edst me
P’ A I I ]
Y A\ A 7] A | A\ | — 2 ., ’ | | 7 p—— I ¥ | |
O—N— p— P —— e —— — — | ——
o & LA [ 4 L4 o @ 4 o @ s 4
_ sca-tter - edst my Thou_ breath - edst o-dours and I drew
94
/) pr—— o . . ' p— | p— | N I\
b 4 I I [ | | I I | I | I I | I I I I I\, [ N I\, ]
éi | | b:el L7} | | | | | L7 | | | 7 1 | 7 i }) | =I I '/1 .I i
)
and_  thirst_ Thoutouch-edst me__ and_  Iburned for Thy peace Thou
A — — N J— A [—
b’ 4 | sl | A ] | | | N | - | | | | | N | | ]
Y 4\ 77 | | N & N | | | [ 7 N1 | | | 77 | | The o 1 | | |
[ [
and I burned for Thy peace Thou touch-edst me ~ and I burned Thy peace
0H . . |
A~ | ——————— N—h—e - —7 - o T——]
(e [T 7 I\, I [ VA | I T VA I =| =| I 1] | | | VA | I |
;. §4 he o he I I — I B P - 1
_ and 1 burned for Thy peace and 1 burned for
9 I I I ]
e === = = ————
e o ¢ @ ¢ o o @ T v v o o o ¥ o <o @ o
inbreathand pant-ed  for Thee I taste - ed and hun ger and  thirst ~ Thou touch

15



o
Co

|
|
|

Nt ' e o e —  — —— —= ! i : | dl b‘f Il . :
[Y) 4 | —
— touch - edst me and 1 burned for Thypeace Thou__ touch-edst me and I
0 — — — —
A — I e e e I —— ! — ! ——= — N—= N
[
Thou_ touch-edst me and I  burned for Thy peace__Thou touch -edst me and
0H
A K<  — — ] < I K< ]
e I 7 I\, | | 1y 1T 7 I\, | | VA I | T | | | VA | | M| | 1T 7 I\,I
e 70 o @ o o he g e g g b e g e o he e e g
Thy peace Thoutouch-edst meand I burned for Thy peace__ Thou__ touch-edst me
b 4 I I I Ik\, I I ]
teoc—— —7— 1 7 — T 1 I | 7 - 7 s E— —
(=7 o ¢ ¢ a9 o 74 & —= S
- edst me and I burned  for Thypeace touch - edst me I burned for
proceed to
102 boxed section
/) | o — . . ] N \ [— N —
I 1 — ] —= ] | e He ' ' R — !
Z%#lﬂ 7 o @ 7 I D& & 7 & [ =5
burned for__ Thy peace Thou touch-edst me and I burned____ for Thy peace
H . — — —
I A —— N1 —— ! ] B B e *— ] ] F—T— —] H
) o590 o o | o o 0 5 | o0 5 o 50 | 5 6 59—
[Y)
I burned for Thy peace Thou touch-edst me and__ } burned for Thy_ peace_
l\& I %_'
11T . * 7 N i I |
| | e e
— and 1 burned for Th u_.stouch - edst me and I burned for
b 4 I I I ]
M e ———— Ty = ———
e o ¢ < v 5 @ o % o ® < - ¢ v o
Thy peace_ Thou____ touch-edst me andI  burnedfor Thy peace Thoutouch-edst me
106
v n J— [— N — —
P’ A | il | A\ A\ I | | | N A—] | | | | il | I | | | ]
II Y A\ [ | | I\, [ I\, | | | | D] %] I\, I | | | 7] | | | 7 | | 7] | | |
D)
Thou touch edst me and___  Iburned for Thy peace Thoutouch
0
o A P —— I — I
I ey —D—7—N— e A— ——r——— ! 7 A — I J— —]
e e e g he 4 e e lhe ' e o o1 be o ' & o |
Thy for Thy peace Thou_ touch-edst me and I burned for Thy peace Thou
0H
b 4 I I I ]
IV |Hlon—7 — i —7  ——— P r— | —— |‘\, 7 |k\, — —7 i i —
(02 oo ¢ d o o s 4 sese oise oo o
and I burned for Thypeace Thoutouch-edst me and I burned for Thy peace Thou

16



proceed to boxed section

—— ! I
. — . e ter
1 £ S — o >° o
¥ . — 7 — —
edst__ me too late__
0
P’ A \ I \ — I a— I \ ]
111 y 4l K 7 N I T— N I 2 I T I m— < I T I N -
[ & an YN D] VA I\, | | | | 1T 7 | | VA | | | | | | 7 | | | | | 1T 7 I\, |
S touch-edst me and I burned for Thy peace Thoutouch-edst me and
0
P’ A I I I ]
e R = ==
e <o ° o @ <o - — o & @ o o o o v o o
touch-edst me and 1 burned for Thy_ peace Thoutouch-edst me and 1  burned
/11;; L proceed to boxed section
b 4 > N 7 — —
m |\He—7r—Nr— — 7 | = !HEEI 7 — '| "!
Il } Il b
&
I burned for Thy peace Thou__ touch - edst me_Q(&_
&
H N R
YV lo=F=—F—F—F+—T—F | e e e o o s e s e |
NS o ¢ o4 o o v o oo e o4
(‘)
for Thy  peace Q me and I burned for Thy peace Thou
[ /\\('\\%
o
119 proceed to boxed section
9 T — K T
Y 4\ , ¥ | N %] A | — | | 1T %] A\ |
[ fanY | [ I N VA N | I T [ =| VA I\, | | |
R 4 o o > o o —re—* o — ™~
touch - edst me and I burned for Thy peace



This section is open for interpretation. Initially each singer begins in their respective box, following immediately on from the previous sectio
Following this each singer can repeat their box as indicated and then stop (fading on the last words), leaving the fourth (alto) voice alone to
finish after each voice has dropped out. Alternatively the boxes can be continued (repeated) in all voices until a stop signal is given and the
fourth (alto) voice is left to finish alone with the last four bars of box IV. Other interpretations are also welcome.
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III. O Lord God, give peace unto us
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IV. My Heart O Lord
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