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Disparate Scenes (version II, 2009 / rev. 2014) for chamber ensemble of  six instruments:

fute (piccolo, c-fute, alt-fute), clarinet (Bb-, Bass-), soprano (with props and scenical actions/tasks), piano, violin, violincello and electronics (stereo soundfles and spesifc amplifcation).

was re-written on commission for Ensemble neoN for the VIA NOVA 15th Spring Festival of  Contemporary Music in Weimar 2014.

Erik Dæhlin
This revision was made possible with support from Norsk Komponistforening
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Manual and notation

Actions:

Instructions of  actions to be done through the piece, is described in text-boxes or as actions to be done or described as notated rythms.

Accidentals:

Dynamics: 

Regular dynamics:    Intensional dynamic:   Dynamic actually showing sound level produced 

Symbols and explanations:

Flute: Piccolo, C-fute and alto fute. The futist also need a smal infatable toy animal.

`Airy` tone, with just some pitch audible   This notehead is also used as a pitch with distortion/multiphonics of  free choice based on the notated pitch.

Cover mouthpiece and blow (not as a jet whistle) through the instrument   This notehead is also used when inhaling through instrument. Tongue ram 

Clarinet: Bb clarinet and bass clarinet

Multiphonics is free of  choice, but follow the characteristics written about them and based on the notated pitch as a fundamental.

From bar 36, and also later in the piece, the clarinet part is written with two lines; here you are free to choose sounds according to the characteristics written about them:

Key sound  ’Tremolo’ between keys  Inhale through instrument  Exhale through instrument   Percussive effect, less treble than key click      Slap tongue (s.t.) 

All these sounds are amplifed through a microphone.



Soprano: The singer need to perform movements and actions as well as singing. This also require props: a knife, some ash in a bowl, a fruit, a black crayon, a toy glochenspiel, a small  suspended cymbal, two white 

(cotton) gloves, two round stones, a bucket (pref. a sink/metal one), a wine glass, a black bird (crow) and some liquid blood. She should also pref. sit on a high chair, like a bar- or contra bass chair and have fve A3 
horizontal papers as a part of  her part. All these papers is to be facing the audience when turning pages. The A3 part for the soprano should be wired together on the top so that every paper with text/picture is turned 
around facing the audience. No white/empty paper to be shown.

The movements based on a text (Bildbeschreibung) by Heiner Müller, (the text must be obtained by the performer herself  in an english version according to the score), written in text-boxes, are to be performed as a 
transcription of  the words into movements, almost as pantomime. But you are to translate the words subjectively into simple movements and gestures, that should not be understood as an exact representation of  the 
words and symbols. You are to fuctuate between a kind of  abstraction and sometimes concrete representation of  the text. You are free to omit certain words that does not evoke any movements. All movements are 
performed with your bare arms and hands only, in front of  your torso, between your head and hips and between the same horizontal width. The note stand should not interfer the view. It is important to obey the 
notated length of  these sequences of  movements; it should not be any longer than notated, and preferably not too much shorter than notated. Take also into account the music played while your are doing your 
movements.
When the tex-box is called ”Action”, the text is to be interpreted more or less literally.

Singing-talking with undefned pitch, but with a approximate placement           A kind of  sprechtgesang is executed when there are no notehead   Deep (’sub -  octav’) 

High pithed inhalation, almost like a crying child   A distinct inhalation   A distinct exhalation  A distinct exhalation, but deeper – with a little pitch  

Smal notehead means do, not talk/sing 

Through the piece several fragments appears from the opera Alceste by Gluck. They are sometimes to be sung in german or french. But mostly the soprano can choose between the two languages when written as a two-
lined choice.

For the ”senza misura” sequences, it is important to get a fuctuation between the bars. The notated morse codes are to be translated into rythms of  short and long notes, played on different parts of  the arm. The letters 
and words are to be said/whispered in a intense and sostenuto way. 

All of  these sounds are to be amplifed closely and intimate with a wireless microphone.

Piano:
Through the piece several passages are played percussive and amplifed – just with hands on keys and wooden parts of  the instrument. The two lined system shows a approximate placement of  fngers. 

No strings sounds, except     Finger on keys  Nails on keys  Which glissando/”guiro” direction:   On white or black keys (if  no sign, then choose yourself) 

 Just a hit/tap on on or more keys                       Indication of  ’violent’ pedal   



Violin and violincello:

Play on tailpeiece, making a low frequence ’hum’  Heavy bow – crush tone   c.l. Battuto   Jeté     On top of  bridge. Damp all strings   Vertical bow against strings 

Damp strings – soft noise. Careful you don`t get fageolettes   

Placement of musicians:

The most important is to place piano, clarinet and soprano with some distance in-between. It is also important that the singer has a spot with some area to perform in.

Technical requirements:

Instrumental microphone for all instruments to lift the general volume. For the flute a DPA on the cheek is prefered.

Instrumental close-up («close») microphone for the clarinet – placed close to keys and body of instrument.
Instrumental close-up («close») microphone for the piano – placed close to keys from both sides.
Smal wireless DPA close-up («close»)  (DPA on the cheek) microphone for the soprano.

These microphones is to be put on/off as written in the score. The running of amplification is written in the score as: 

Good stereo sound system. 

Sound files comes in stereo version, and are to be played from Live or similar program who let use of start and stop of soundfiles at same que  and control of levels for every soundfile.  

Some also have to go for ’unlimited time’ and then be put off according to the score The soundfiles is to be triggered according to the score.

MIC. ON MIC. OFF 
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