
Desiring machines 

Erik Dæhlin

an experimental opera 
for singer/performer, cello, piano, percussion, video, sound and live-electronics

2013  approx. 65 minutes

texts by EDY POPPY, HANNE RAMSDAL, METTE KARLSVIK, EIRIK FAUSKE, 
MARCO DEMIAN VITANZA, MARILYN MONROE, HEINER MÜLLER, 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE and PIER PAOLO PASOLINI.



Part

1 Introduction
2 Grace
3 Medusa/Medea
4 Leni (1) 
5 Leni (2)
6 Magda (I wanna sing)
7 Bertha M
8 Bertha M (cello solo)
9 Magda (In the two dimentional life)
10 Magda (What is the sound of  and H_)
11 Magda (H ist für/Bach)
12 Zara
13 Marilyn
14 Ophelia
15 Elisabeth
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Medeas/Medusas meddelande                       Mette Karlsvik/Erik Dæhlin
tekst som voice-over i "near-field" høytalere

Lydfiler

en face      med ett lommespeil i hver hånd

1

sjut fram hakan, følg ordrer

vis meg leppene, -

varm den tongen, -

smør dette över huden, 

lite rødt på kindane, 

rødt på leppene, 

back

feedback (lydfiler) og slag mot skulder

2

i dag lær jag deg å glide inn

du lær deg at passa inn

du lær deg at flyta med

en face

3

ditt håret flyter 

dina hofter flyter følg ordrer

LE också nu følg ordrer

så ja, 

back

feedback (lydfiler) og slag mot skulder

4

ja, no er vi næra

ingen er deg så næra

men du kan gå ut nu, 

sett på ditt beste leende 

og gå ut nu. 

white out (7`)

black



Leni               Hanne Ramsdal          -           Erik Dæhlin

Face in light from video

Text said as a prosess from young to old

Helene Bertha Amalie

Helene Bertha Amali

Helene Bertha Ama i  

Helene bertha  Am  i    

Helene Bertha  A     i    

Helene Bertha         i      

Helene Bert             i

Helene be                i

Helene be                i

Helene b                  i

Helene                     i

Helen                       i

Hlen                         i

Leni

Leni___       Riefenstahl  _____Realität interessiert mich nicht    

    

silence

goes then straight into Leni (2) Remse
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MAGDA GOEBBELS Edy Poppy   -   Erik Dæhlin

Solo voice. Direct/addresse. Microphone (with light inside) hanging from ceiling.

Low glass table with cards (not playing cards, but children cards with dresses etc)

Ques for soundfiles.

In from behind the table.

Wishing. Picture yourself. Calm. Clear. Direct. Standing. 

I wanna sing  beautiful              Sentences things

like babies being born, like birthday parties, like candles being blown out, 

or stomachs being filled 

Open__
1 

(sing against microphone) Soundfile 1 (near-field) + docu file( near-field)

Calm again. On knees near the table.

Sentences     that mirrors    the cloudless sky. 

With play cards calmly four times during the first line, then 

accelrate playing/intensity 

no content,     no resistance,    no meaning,   just a sound,  a beautiful sound, Soundfile with birds (soft)  (near-field)  

like birds singing, or walking in the forest, walking the dog, that Blondi dog. 

Standing

Open__ 
2
(sing against microphone) Soundfile 2 (near-field)+ docu file (near-field)

Lighter/happy – then gradually more raw

But also   sentences of people being run over,      sentences like gas chambers, Soundfile “sentences-scissors”   (near-field)  

sentences    that take you from behind 

Longer, more “melismatic”, but still clear. Tast the words.

Sentences like scissors cutting all your hair    off (!),         Rythmically - “big band”/off beat (“hair   off”  etc.)

 or why not even your ears   off (!). Sentences that smell of something  

Rythmically clear. Gradually against microphone. Repeat.

//     rotten, forgotten, rotting, forgetting.   //     “sentences-scissors” stops at:

standing in line,          peeing in their pants,               throwing up.     Calm, factual and deeper. On knees. Put three cards slowly on  

table. 

Still calm, but gradually faster

Sentences    that   ring your doorbell    in the middle of the night. Quick up:

Open__ 
3 

(sing against microphone) Soundfile 3 (main) + docu.file (near-field)

Gradually build “bebop”/accents/off-beats towards singing 

(cursive): against microphone. High tones with glissando on 

all “no”  “too”

Naked sentences that wear your old clothes, sleep in your damp bed and burn 

your old books. Sentences with   no   sweet talk,   no   mercy. 

Without legs or arms or family members.

Sentences just doing (rytmical) their job, their duty. 

I wanna sing that kind of sentences too. 

Unforgettable sentences that don’t know what they’re saying. 

I wanna (rythmical:) // hit   hurt  heart  // Repeat (together with soundfile when it comes in after first 

time) and play cards.

Soundfile     (hit hurt heart)  

continue:

I wanna sing with 

Rythmical. Gradually ritardando to something calm, soft ond 

direct. Syncope “no”. 

(hit hurt heart) stops at:

no content,  no resistance,   no meaning,    just a sound,     a beautiful sound,     

like colourful birds    singing with

no content,          no resistance,              no meaning,                   just a

Standing

      si/syng på tone opp i mikrofon   mer manende/rått

//   Open__ 
hele

                                  your heart.        (sing against microphone)

     Open__      your hurt.          // Repeat several times

Soundfile 3 (near-field) 

+   Soundfile   Open/ total Maelstøm) (main)  

Soundfile (navn-maelstrøm) (near-field)

The sound groves gradually more intense. Almost at it`s peak:

Swing the microphone.

Black. Only light in the microphone swinging back and fourth.

approx. 6`30``
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Intro (only klavikord) 
NB: Same key throuout
Then with cello and 
voice

3     Soundfile Haar in near-field
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