CHROMOCUMULI:  COMPOSITION FOR ORCHESTRA

By
RUTH BAKKE




INSTRUMENTATION:

Flutes (Flute I interchangeable with Piccolo)
Oboes

English Horn

E-flat Clarinet

Clarinets (in B=-flat)

Alto Saxephone (in E=-flat)

Bass Clarinet (in B=flat)

Bassoons

W R R W

Horns (in F)

Cornet (in B-flat)

Trumpets (in B=flat)

Trombones (2 Tenors and 1 Tenor=Bass)
Tuba (F=tuba)

~ww

Timpani (2-28", 1-25", 1-23")

Large Suspended Cymbal

Temple Blocks I
Glockenspiel

Chimes )
Claves

Pair of Cymbals
Gong 11
Xylophone

Vibraphone } placed like 2 keyboards

L

o

Drum Set:

Snare Drum

Small Drum

Larger Drum
Bass Drum pIIL
Suspended Triangle
Wood Block

Small Suspended Cy
Larger Suspended C
Hi-Hat Cymbals

Violins I-II
Violas
*Cellos
Basses

DURATION OF THE PIECE: Approximately fourteen minutes.



ORCHESTRA SET=-UP

Tuba Trombones Horns Cornet
ITI IT I IV ITIT IT T
III x X X XX X X XX X
Bassoons
II X

X Bassoon I

Basses :
X Bass Clarinet
X Clarinets %I

"Cellos X
X Alto Saxophone

Violas Concert Hall X English Horn

' >< Oboe I

E-flat

Clarinet X Violins I

Oboe II X

Violins II | Eﬂ .>< III

Flutes II
X I/Piccolo
\ - 7
Conductor @
IX .
rumpets II X
IIT X
Drumset:

Need med. hard Timpani sticks,
marked soft sticks,

Sm. Sus, Cym,.

Lgo Sus., Cymo
: o Stems up: hit
Hi-Hat { Stems down: w/ped.

Notation of Temple Blocks: F —
' #o e (Preferably not exact pentatonic
WX ' tuning)
r or P - notes of a different or distorted pitch.
f r r'r F tf - uneven notevalues; white noteheads mark longer notes.

c II li £ ll r - stems without noteheads mark unessential notes to be
played.
r r rf ﬁ__EE{ - gradually increasing tempo.

a) ‘-, . - chords (clusters) built up of microtones (fairly evenly
spaced)., First chair plays the highest pitch, last
%r ! chair the lowest; others fill in according to their
place.
b) E & (a) Outer limits are approximate.
(b) Outer limits are exact,

- let pitch drop (rise) as much as seems appropriate-=-only
¢ (‘T) about a quartertone in the lowest instruments and in
all strings; it will be fine if, when sliding, the
flute gets a lower harmonic or fundamental (as well as
the written note), resulting in a type of fluttering.

N - normal pitch.

Rests are not marked on unmetered music.



NOTES ON PERFORMANCE

"CHROMOCUMULI" should be played in a free, flowing manner, with each unit

having its own life and rhythm of give and take, ritardando and accellerando, rather

than attempting to fit everything together by a rigid beat. Some phrasing and dynam-
ics are optional, e.g., flutes m, 87f (but keep in style).

The dynamic level is basically subdued. The sustained clusters should not be
played so loudly that the dissonances become harsh. Unless marked otherwise, instru-
ments stay within the prevailing dynamic.

Many crescendi and other effects are not noted as such but are built into the
music. The conductor may emphasize as he feels it is appropriate., It is also hoped
that the players will become involved in the interpretation of the composition.

Little motifs repeated in several instruments should be more like parts of a
sound curtain rather than on the style of Beethoven. (Although seemingly complex,
the score should result in a transparent simplicity due to the acoustical set=-up.)

The composition should be heard from the point of view of color and sound-
masses rather than just melodic motifs, rhythm, and harmony. Their movement. is of
considerable importance. |

Some of the softer sections are written so that certain instruments are

predominant, e.g., the bassoons playing B-flat at m. 182, marked pp. (The players

ftly ;

w{?h th® bass clarinet is imitating the

should not attempt to play s he(ﬁotes become unsure,) Likewise, when

<

the clarinets have slurs <§%aak, €.g.y m. 107f, they should not try

to smoothen the break, ex
bassoon. o

Care should be taken th e @usic is sustained properly, particularly that
there be a certain intensity to the long notes. (Woodwind players may work out
their individual places of breathing;)

The tempo markings are only basic suggestions. The acoustical conditions
(and to some extent the ability of the orchestra) may necessitaté a considerable
departure from these, e.g., faster tempo if the acoustics are dry.

The L+4+3/16 should be conducted like a slow 3/4 (not subdivided) with a
slightly shorter third beat rather than exactly 3/16.

Doubling of the string clusters, such as in 'cellos m., 199f, starts with the
outer voices, moving toward the center until all instruments are assigned a note.

It is the composer's intention that the composition should not be too

demanding technically, the challenge being mostly in the area of interpretation.
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