Anthem

for:

2 sopranos

2 mezzo-sopranos
'cello

piano

The text is taken from an ancient egyptian "Hymn to the Aton". The Aton is the "Sun-Disc"....an object of worship.

The following is the extract from the hymn which I have used in Anthem:

Thou appearest beautifully on the horizon of heaven,

Thou living Aton, the beginnig of life!

When thou art risen on the eastern horizon,

Thou hast filled every land with thy beauty.

Thiu art gracious, great, glistening, and high over every land;

Thy rays encompass the lands to the limit of all that thou hast made:
As thou art Re, thou reachest to the end of them;

Thou subduest them for thy beloved son.

Though thou art far away, thy rays are on earth;

Though thou art in their faces, no one knows thy going.

When thou settest in the western horizon, Q§

X
The land is in darkness, in the manner of death. dgf’
They sleep in a room, with heads wrapped up, \fi

Nor sees one eye the oth¥t.

All their goods which are un
But they would not percei
Every lion is come forth
All creeping things, they s
Darkness is a shroud, and the

For he who made them rests in his

At daybreak, when thou arisest on the horizon,

When thou shinest as the Aton by day,

Thou drivest away the darkness and givest thy rays.
The Two Lands are in festivity every day,

Awake and standing upfo their feet,

For thou hast raised them up.

Washing their bodies, taking their clothing,

Their arms are raised in praise at thy appearence.

All the world, they do their work.
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